| 
| 


— 


„ — 


re 


"OI 
- - 

« 

N 
de * 

* 


* 
2446 
* * 
pu 
. 
1 


: =O CHRIST vinvicaTeD;y =T 
N MAR 2. 
| AS ON A | 


HA WF G 4 ; 
+ 1 1 ad ww 2 1 : . ; 
4 n . \ d ” : "1 : £ g Fe pes WT, 4 | ” 
e Occaſioned by the Death of — © 


The Rev. JOHN PARSONS, 
Late Rector of St. Martin's, Birminghams ml 

FR £5 And preached by 

„ WILLIAM TOY YOUNG, 

| Curate of the ſaid Pariſn; 


- " * 0 * 7 < 


vo WITH 4 POD 3 5 * 
Depicariox to the AuTyor of PitTas OxoNIENSIS: 
B) A IL. UM N US G 

— * "oF F | — : 3 


% If any man ſpeak, ler him ſpeak a. the Oel. 70 Goo.” 
2} Pet. i iy. 11. | 8. 


Moralis Stoicorum iſciplins Plendidum 3 S 22 corpus 
N. verum WERVIS ET ARTUBUS CARET. © © 
; FI WM — Inſtirut. Hiſtor. Eccleſiaſt. Pars 1 I. cap. 1. 


* 1 


1 T RO EN has. » 1th "EV \ Bs. 
> 4 


5 LONDON: 

Printed for T. VaLLance, No. 120, Cheapfide ; and 

ALEXANDER Hoc, No. 16, Pater Noſter-Row, And 

fold. by Meſſrs, Pzazson and Rol Loson, in 1 
= Price One Shilling! 


% 


| 25 8 
r 3 * , - * < Fon 
* — 8 F 
4 - 
* - - 
9 % —_ 
U 
* 
FR 
* 
# 
—. ; 
# 44\ * 
„ 
p N N 
- . — w 4 L 
f AD; A..-<! \ 
8 © Zy 1 * # s 
Js 1 9 % 
S * &:--Tz, Hi 
+ We, 
Fan” n. 
F x * i 17 Y + 3 ” 
*% * — * by 1 
> 8 F +3 ot; * i : 5 
n _ * 4 p 
— * - 
1 . 
k Y * * 
\ " * 
. 
5 # 
* - 
* 
* 
4 


e 


* 
323 
1298 
1 * 
8 og 
3 
Re 
bh. 2. 
I 
. 
8 
. 
kl 

. 

} ; 8 
WE . 

1 
I» 
Feat 4 
F _ 
2 

* 
£5 

* * 

wh, 

N 

19 
2 

» 

* - * 
53 
. 
1 
2 
7 
xt 
2 
1 

13 

* 952 
Wo 
N 


r WITH WM A 


14 


DEDICATION 


1 0 THE 


| AUTHOR or PIETAS OXONIENSIS, 


. 
INIE goſpel of the bleſſed Gop has, of late, 


fallen into ſuch diſrepute with ſome of the 
Clergy ; and their defection from truth is ſo noto- 
riouſly complicated with the guilt of a departure 
from engagements the moſt ſacred and the moſt ſolemn ; 
that I could not prevail upon myſelf to fit by a 


ſilent and unaffected ſpeQator of ſo melancholy 
an event, particularly when exemplified in a very 


recent and ſtriking inſtance. A debate, in the 
preſent form, is not very pleaſing to the author. 
But, when the caule of Gop calls, and a concern 


for immortal ſouls prompts, who can help ſeizing - 
the rod of controverſy, to ſcourge out of the temple 


of the Lond a wretched ſyſtem, that has intruded 


there under the ſpecious garb of truth ; but which 


is, in tad, a thief and a robber ? | 
| AY "2 ow 
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'You will wonder, perhaps, Sir, at one branelr 
of the title prefixed to this pamphlet. An expla« 
nation of that matter will involve in it my apology 
too. You arg not ignorant, that it is become a 
popular prattice with the adverſaries of the goſpel, 
when they are at a loſs for argument, in defence of 
their errors, and when hard puſhed with the 

foord of the Spirit, which is the word of Gov, (a) 
to fly to the trite and paultry ſubterfuge of ſhout- 


ing © enthuſiaſm ! fanaticiſm! &c.” Now, I 


thought it might not be amiſs, for once, to turn 
the tables on our opponents; and, after having 
wreſted out of their hands a blunt weapon, with 
which, however, they do much miſchief among 
the ignorant and profane, to direct it againſt them“ 
ſelves ; by evincing that to be ſanalichſm, which 
they call religion, and vice verſa. 

A ſyſtem, which aggrandizes natural reaſon: 


upon the ruins of revelation ; celebrates a vague 


thing called virtue, to the diſcredit of that ſaving 
" faith in the Son of Gop, by which ſinners are 
juſtified, and from whence ſprings the fruits of 
holineſs; and eſtabliſhes . human merit, to the 
depretiating the gratuitous mercy of the Moſt 
High, and the all-ſufheient ſacrifice of the Re- 
deemer ;—a ſyſtem, I ſay, of this nature, is per- 
fealy congenial with the ſpirit of deim; and has, 
for i its real birth-place, the fanum (5) of a heathen 

* : 


fa) Epbeſ. ii. 17. FR (4) Temple. 
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prieſt, or the. portico of a foick philoſopher, rather 
than the temple of truth. He, who adopts, or 
he who propagates ſuch a ſpurious theology, 1s to 
all intents and purpoſes fanaticus, a fanatic : the 
| light that is in him is darkneſs, (c) and the zeal that 
actuates him is compoſed' of ſparks of his own 
kindling. (d) For, perverted reaſon being the 
optic, and the fumes of a bewildered imagination 
the medium, through which he ſees, or pretends 
to ſee, ſpiritual objects; he muſt, of courſe, be as 
remote from rectitude of judgment, and as acceſ- 
fible to the wildeſt ſallies of enthuſiaſm, as a perſon 
can be ſuppoſed to be, whom folly, and philoſo- 
phy run mad, concur to inebriate, Where there 
is blindneſs in the head, guilt in the conſcience, 
and pride in the heart, the caſe always amounts to 
a mental intoxication ; aid a man, in this predi- 
cament, is as unable to inveſtigate or embrace 
truth, as a patient in a delirium, or a licentiate 
beſotted with liquor. 0 

Take an inſtance of the intoxication, orackined 


by depravity in the heart, and vagaries in the head, 


in the following heatheniſh poſition, maintained 
by a modern doctor of divinity. In judging of 
* doctrines, let us conſult nature, and take the 
light of reaſon. We want no aſſiſtance but” 
(horibile diftu !) * the exerciſe of our 0wn reaſon. 

Now 


cc, Mat. vi. 23. (4) Iſa. J. LT. 
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Now, this ſentiment, Sir, I eſteem the leading 
principle of fanaticr/m unmaſked ; to expoſe and op- 
pole which, is a principal _ in the pages that 
follow. 

' You will coincide with me, eu I obſerve fur- 
ther, that where the infallible ſcriptures of truth 
are invariably and humbly- appealed to, as to a 


touch. tone for trial, a lamp for illumination, an 
oracle for inſtruction, and a judge for deciſion ; and 


the holy ſpirit is ſought to, as their interpreter, to 
guide into all truth ; there, is ſurely, much leſs dan- 
ger of being led aſtray by the flights of an impreſ- 


fible fancy, or a deſultory imagination, than where 
the authority of the ſacred word is cavilled at, and 


divine teaching is ſuperſeded, by the pretenſions of 
a proud director, that refuſes controul from the 
ſpirit and revelation of Gop himſelf, Fanaticiſm, 
therefore, is to be found, not with the humbleand 


ſober enquirer after truth, who, with his bible in | 


his hand, and his heart elevated to the fountain of 


wiſdom, prays, © What I ſee not, teach thou me; (e) : 


but with ſelf. illuminated rationaliſts, and ſelf- 
juſtifying moraliſts. And their ſyſtem, which 
makes ſo much of elf, reaſon, virtue, works, and 
ſo little of the Lox JESUS CHRIST, is (and be 
it, from this time forth, for ever called) JO 
divinig. 


Thus, 


e) Job xxxiv. 36. 
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Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to explain and 
apologize for my ie, as well as to mark the gene- 
ral outline of an humble attempt to vindicate- the 
goſpel of CHRIST. As you have often, with a 
very laudable zeal, embarked in the ſame caule, 
and acquitted yourſelf with a noble impartiality, | 
when either injured truth, or perſecuted piety, ſo- 
licited your patronage; to whom could I, with 
greater propriety, form a dedicaticn, than to the 
highly-reſpeted Author of Pietas Oxontenfis ? Or 
from whom could a feeble eſſay, like mine, expect 
ſo candid a reception as from a gentleman of your 
known condeſcenſion, and approved attachment to 
the intereſts of the goſpel ? When your many avo- 
cations in the elevated ſphere, in which Providence 
hath placed you, will permit, may you ſometimes 
fill employ a leiſure hour, in taking up your pen 
to check error, and defend the truth; that fo, 
while you are ſerving the public in a judicious and 
unwearied adminiſtration of juſtice as a magiſtrate, 
you may render a ſtill more important ſervice to 
that reformed church, of which you glory in being 
a member, by vindicating her doctrines from the 
miſrepreſentations of aſſailants, whether ſecret or 
avowed! And may you long continue to thine a 
diſtinguiſhed patron and ornament of that pure and 
_ undefiled religion, which hath for its baſis the 
Chriſt. cy and A ſyſtem of the 


golpel; 
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goſpel; and for its object, the glory of God and 


the ſalvation of immortal ſouls. Though you are 
not privy to this addreſs, and, poſſibly, may never 
know the author; yet give me leave, under an 


aſſumed ſignature, to ſubſcribe mylelf, 
8 St 
Your's, moſt 1 : 
ALUMNUS. 
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FANATICAL DIVINITY, G. 


ITHOUT ſtaying to conſider, whether the 
Azyle of Mr. Young's ſermon (a) be turgid or 
terſe, if or ſmooth, bombaſtical or florid—whether 
the ſentimental part of it be original or borrowed, adul- 
terated or pure—or, whether the arrangement and method 


be disjointed or .cohcerent, perſpicuous or confuſed—lT 
proceed to what is of much greater importance; and 


that is, to examine whether the doctrines contained in 


it, be true or falſe. In the courſe of this examination, 


although my remarks will be principally founded on 
the infallible deciſions of the law and the tęſtimony, yet J 
| RE 7: | muſt 


(a) The text which Mr. Young has prefixed to his diſcourſe, is 
Pſalm xxxvii. 37. And I cannot help obſerving that it argues 


very great inattention, to ſay nothing worſe, to chuſe a paſſage 


of ſcripture, from whence to frame a panegyric for a deceaſed 


friend, when that very paſſage deſcribes the departure of fbe 


wicked, judicially cut off in their ſins : for, thus runs the con- | 


text. I have ſeen THE WICKED in great power, and ſpreading 


bimſelf like a green bay-tree; I went by, and lo ! be (the wicked) 


was gone; 1 ſought bim, (the wicked) but his place, &. 


2 
. 


— 


_—— — — — — — —— 


(4) 


muſt be excuſed, if I ſometimes, make my appeal alſe 
to the eſtabliſhed doctrines of the church of England; 
as to a venerable authority, which Mr, Young cannot 
honeſtly contravene, ſince he has ſolemnly * 
to it. | 

Did I not give cond to the ſincerity of the author's 
intentions, one would be almoſt tempted to think, from 
the ſtrange miſapplication of his text, that all the eulo- 
giums which follow it were deſigned as a chain of 
zrony. But, waving this ſuppoſition, which indeed is 
inadmiſſible upon every principle of candoy and gene- 
roſity, the only probable excuſe which can be ſuggeſted 
for ſo enormous an overſight is, that Mr. V. like many 
others, by no means affects to be thought an accurate 
textuary; unleſs to overlook both text and context be a 
neceſlary qualification in a claimant to that character. 
Let him not, however, in his future ſtudy of the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures, forget that common, though venerable. 
adage, Bonus textuarius oft bonus theologus. 

I. The diſcourſe opens with a few declamatory bints 
concerning Meditations on our latter end, reflec- 
tions upon eternity, the joys of futurity, &c.” (50 


Contemplations theſe, which, to the mind of a zrue 


believer, will always preſent an ample field for wonder, 
love, and praiſe; while, by the eye of faith, he beholds 
death, and him that had the power of death, vanquiſhed 
in the triumphs of the croſs; /ife and immortality 
brought to light in the goſpel; and the proſpect into eter- 


nity rendered bright and glorious by the reſurrection 


and aſcenſion of the LoR D of life and glory. But me- 
ditations which are not mixed with faith, and do not 
b princi pally 


c b) Page s. 


1 

principally fix on that moſt ſtupendous, moſt gracious, 
and moſt exuberant theme, the wonders of redeeming 
dove, will leave the heart barren, and all the powers 
of the ſoul crampt and frozen : and if any jey be the 
reſult of ſuch vague and unevangelical meditations, it 
will be the ſelf-wrought tranſport of a viſionary or con- 
ceited philoſopher, who pretends to know and find out 
God, without the light of the goſpel, and abſtractedly 
from the knowledge of Irsus Caxisr, Mr. V. there- 
| fore, is greatly miſtaken, when he ſays, that a con- 
4 fideration of the ſolemn approach of death will make 
* a man ſpurn the joys of earth, and pant for heaven.” 
Nothing can effect that, but a well-grounded perſua- 
| fion that CRRISY hath loved me a ſinner 5 and that 
there is in the enjoyment of him, what infinitely ſur- 
paſſeth all the fleeting and unſubſtantial poſſeſſions of 
| earth, A ſublime taſte of EMManver's loving kind- 
neſs is the only effectual antidote, to preſerve from the 
world's enchanting allurements, and make its ſweeteſt 
cup taſte flat and inſipid: and an humble ſenſe of the 
remainder of corruption, accompanied wich a deſire of 
perfect enjoyment of Chriſi, prompts the ſoul to pant 
for heaven, as the chaſed and wounded hart for the 
cooling ſtream. All that our author can propoſe, ſhort 
of this ſaving knowledge, is mere rhapſody. And if 
death were to draw very near to himſelf, he would find 
all his © ſerious conſiderations,” if not accompanied 
with a believing hold of the ſalvation of CHRIST, as 
inſufficient for ſupport as a bruiſed reed, and as in» 
ſecure for ſhelter, as a ſpider's web. 

II. Equally falſe and unſcriptural is what he 4 


to the power of reflections on the immortality of the 
| Ba ſoul. 


(76, 


foul. © Would mankind” ſays he, “ but tele iv 


ec the immortality of their ſouls ; that hereafter they 
« muſt exiſt for ever in miſery or bliſs: how would 
& vice ſtand correted ! how would infidelity, atheiſm, 
& and blaſphemy, hide their heads!” (c) But, the 
heathens, many of whom excelled in ſuch reflections, 
could never propoſe a ſcheme ſufficient radically to 
ac correct vice” either in themſelves, or others. Not- 


withſtanding all their philoſophical reſearches, their 
© © metaphyſical niceties, their reaſonings about the fitneſs 

af things, virtue, &c. the united torrents of “ infi- 
* gelity, atheiſm, and blaſphemy,” ſwept away every 


principle of truth and righteouſneſs, of virtue and 


knowledge, and left them the ſlaves of the groſſeſt errors 


and the moſt ſcandalous yices. See thelong and black 
catalogue of both in Rom. i. 21—32. Nothing but 


the publiſhing ſalvation through the croſs of CHRIST, 
which is the glorious peculiarity of the goſpel, will 
ever be found to “ to correct vice” in its ſtrong holds; 


and it is the rejection of that goſpel-truth, and that 
goſpel-method of preaching, which multiplies blaſphe- 
mies and infidels amongſt us of every claſs and every 
denomination, from him, who ſpeads a word againſt the 
So or Max, up to the freethinking materialiſt, 


Who dauntleſs, purſues the path Spinoſa trod, 
To truth a traitor, and a brave to Gon.“ 


When Mr. V. complains of our © rejecting the voice 
of reaſon and religion, and ſcorning that great 
teacher, Death,” (d) what a pity ! that he ſhould 

have ſo totally oyerlooked CHRIST, as not to drop 


ons 


(c) Page 6. (4) Page 6, 
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one tear, at leaſt, over all the indignity, ſcorn, and 
reproach,” which are daily offered to that great Re- 
deemer, in a rejection of his bleſſed goſpel, and in 
a perſecution of his faithful miniſters and people! 
Here he might have rouſed all his holy indignation; 
awakened all his zeal; * vented, without fear of ex- 
ceſs, all his ſorrow ; and, in the pathetic lamen- 
tation of the prophet, have cried out, Oh! that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes fountains of tears, 
that I might weep day and night (e) for the daring blaſ- 


 phemies poured on the perſon, offices, and work of 


Gop my Saviour | and for the horrid guilt they are ac- 
cumulating, who, through ignorance and unbelief, 
refuſe to hear (/) this great ſhepherd and biſhop of 
ſouls. But, alas! this is a ſpecies of ſorrow known 
to few! To weep for CHRIST, when his truths are 
wounded in the houſe of his friends (g), or openly ridi- 
culed in the courts of his enemies, 1s deemed unmanly 
and enthuſiaſtic. So that if you ſolicit a ſympathetic 
figh, or aſk a tear, for Him who wept and bled for 


_ ſinners; and who is daily ſuffering in his members, 


and in his goſpel ; even the boaſted charity of the world 
is unfeeling here: wags its head (h) with indifference 
or contempt; paſſes relentleſs by; perhaps, reddens into 
rage at a requeſt which might make angels weep z or 
bardens into rock, as if petrified by a ſight, ſufficient to 


diſſolve a breaſt of adamant ! With how much greater 


propriety, than Mr, V. in p. vii. of his ſermon, might 
ve aſk, in the language of grief and aſtoniſhment, 


1% 7; 7 — to you, * ze that paſs by?” (i) that 


CH RIST, 


(e) Jer. ix. 1. TY. Heb. xii. 25, (8) 20. xiii. 6. "09 
Mark xv, 29. (i) Lam. i. 1 


—[—Hix ͤ V 2 — —— ＋＋— 
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(8) 


| Cuzsr, the chiefe/t among ten thouſand (4), ſhould hey ; 


deſpiſed and rejected of men? O tell it not in Gath, pub- 
liſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſeelon, leſt infidels triumph, 

when they obſe; ve chriſlian miniſters (ſo called) forget- 
ing not only to pay the tributary tear to the man of 


 forrows, but to mention his name, even whilſt enume- 


rating popular fins, the moſt crying and blackeſt of 
which is contempt and diſeſteem of IESus. 

III. In page vii. our author introduces * an af- 
ec fied ſufferer on a bed of ſickneſs, ſmiling at pain, 
cc and feeling the comforts of an approving conſcience 
& within.” A conſcience, cleanſed from guilt by the 


blood of CurisT, and quickened by his ſpirit to an 
hearty approbation of that ſelf- abaſing method of free 


juſtification through the righteouſneſs of CHRIS, is 2 


moſt invaluable bleſſing. But a ſelf epproving, felf- 


7uſtifying conſcience, ſuch as it 1s eaſy to perceive Mr. 
V. rhapſodizes about, is one of the greateſt of curſes. It 
is the ſeat of ignorance, formality, ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
and pride. 'T hoſe who are its unhappy ſubjects, filled 
with a fond conceit of their ſuperior goodneſs, are ever 
ready, like the Phariſee in the goſpel, to thank God they 
are not as other men are. (I) And there are no deluded 


| finners upon earth who more contemptuouſly degrade 


and ſpurn the goſpel ſalvation. Reader, cry to the 
Lord to ſave thee from ſuch a conſcience, as the ſpirit 
of error recommends: 1. becauſe it is wrapt up in' ſelf, 
and ſleeps on the downy pillaw of carnal ſecurity z 2. 
becauſe it is a defiled and unbelieving (m) one; 3. be- 
cauſe it Is ſeared and callous; impervieus to every ray 


olf AE, impenetrable to the ſharpeſt arrows of 


reproof, 


h $4. 5, v. 4e (hh kate ruü. 11. (m) . 1 1. 
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„ 
reproof, and equally inſenſible amidſt the Ioudeſt thun- 
ders of Sinai, as under the celeſtial harmony of mount 
Sion; 4. becauſe it is an evil conſcience, (n) full of the 
evil of guilt and pollution; 5. becauſe it approves ſelf, 


which it ought to condemn ;z and, 6. becauſe it rejects 
 CurisT, and leads to moſt certain ruin. O, beware 


of this boſom- idol, which all blind and phariſaical for- 
maliſts worſhip; and be. aſſured, melancholy as the 
condition of the poor profligate, deſcribed p. vii. might 
be, and hopeleſs as his cafe might appear to him who 
has painted it in all the fad variety of woe, yet there is 
greater hope that ſuch an enormous tranſgreſſor might 
at the eleventh hour receive the goſpel and be ſaved, 


than of Mr. Y.'s “ afflicted ſufferer with his ap- 
e proving,” unafflicted, unwounded conſcience, | The 
publicans and the har lots enter inio the kingdom 0 heaven 


before ſuch. (o) 

IV. From what Mr. v. ſtyles ©* the ſad peclacle⸗ 
above alluded to, he aſæs, can human nature read 
« no inſtructive leflon ?” and he anſwers, Ves. 
« Reaſon, prudence, and virtue, all admoniſh a deſertion 
„ of worldly dependencies, and teach us to repoſe a 
4 confidence alone in the God of heaven.” * But the 
reſbel, which is every real Chriſtian's guide, his couns 
ſellor, and his own familiar friend, teaches the awful 


neceſſity of deſerting all-/ef-righteous dependencies, too, 


as ruinous to immortal ſouls, as the groſſeſt practical 
impiety. (þ) It admoniſhes us, moreover, to repoſe 
our confidence in Gon, not merely * as the Gon of 
* heaven, (for in that abſolute point of view, he it 
conſuming Je? (4) but as the facher of mercies, and the 

Go 


(1) Heb. x. 22. (o. Matt. xxi. 11. 12 N . op j- 
Rem. x. & 4+ (9) Heb. wii. 29. 8 
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Gop of all conſolation, becauſe reconciled and propi- | 
.tious to his people, through the atonement and righte- 


ouſneſs of CHRIST z—in Gop as manifeft in the fleſh, 


and dying, the % for the unjuſt, Mr. V. appears to 


have no idea of Gop in covenant-relation ; - conſe- 


' quently, according to his ſcheme, which is indeed the 


ſcheme of deiſm, heatheniſm, and infidelity, it ſeems 
a matter of no importance, whether Gon were in 
Cunxls r reconciling the world unto Uſe (r or not. 
And, as to the kind of © confidence” he recommends, 
it is a ſpurious and a dangerous one; ſince being not 


built on the propitiating blood and conſummate righ- 


teouſneſs of the Son of Gop, it muſt leave its /e/f- 
approving poſſeſſor expoſed to the condemning ſentence 
of the law, the wages of ſin, and the wrath of the Moſt 


High, For as many at are of the works of the law are 


under the curſe. (ſ) Know, therefore, O reader, if 
you would avoid the bitter. fruit of ſuch vague, unſcrip- 


tural and deluſory confidence, you muſt build your all 


upon that rock of ages, in whoſe. name the. gentiles 
truſt, (t) and to whom the ends of the earth are to look 
and be ſaved. (u) For other foundation can no man ſafely 
lay for either confidence or aoceptanoe, for wiſdom or 
ſanctification, than that which is _ nn is J. ESUS | 
CHRIST. (+) 

When our author diſpatches us, dre baltlan, to 


«© reaſon, prudence, and virtue,” he ſeems to forget, 


and I am ſure, he implicitly degrades, the ſpirit and 


. revelation of God ; without the agency and guidance of 


which, his admired reaſon will prove an ignis fatuus; 
cr) a Cer, v. 1. (/) Gal. iii, 10. (1) Matt. xii, 21. 
(* La. Ar. 22. (x) 3 Cor. iii. 11. - 


TEL 


his — turn out ſer vile 3 
ciples of a world hing in the wicked one; ( and his 
virtue be nothing more than a little ſuperficial morality 
or phariſaical formality, devoid of fincerity-or of power. 
Reader, you may eaſily - perceive what the world's rea- 
ſon, prudence and virtue-are, by their effecta on our 

modern rationaliſts, and prudentialiſts. They are three 
idols, which ſpring from that accurſed, manycheaded 
hydra, Self: they are three phantoms, which delude 


their faſcinated votaries into the inextricable mazes of 


pride and enthuſiaſm: and, for any thing they can do, 
in a way of inlightening, ſanctifying, and ſaving a 
ſinner, they are in fact three nothings. And yet, when 


placed upon the head of Self, they form -a kind of 


triple fon” as arrogant as that of his holineſs,” which 


detracts from the dignities, and uſurps the prerogative 


| of Him, who is the Prophet, Prieſt, and King of his 
| people. And, inſtead of following Mr. V. 's favourites, 


the .inſufficiency and peril of whoſe guidance I ſhall 


have occaſion again to conſider, let me beſeech the 


reader to Look To CHRIST; to SEARCH THE SCRIP- 


runs; and to PRAY FOR Wispon of Him, who 


refifleth proud reaſoners, but giveth grace to the humble, (z) 
V. Where, in this vale of miſery, can the jour- 
64 neying pilgrim reſt his head ?“ (a) is an inquiry of 


the laſt importance. But ſhould the reader expect a 


ſatisfactory ſolution to it, in the ſermon before me, ſuf- 
ficient to crown his anxious reſearches with ſucceſs 
and joy, he would be moſt grievouſſy diſappointed. 
Our author, after raiſing expectation à little, by in- 


| as. Wir” "negatively, that TRE world, fortune, 


C 5 1 pleaſure, 


00 Je, v.19. (=) un. u. . (a) Page. 
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evityin views: leaves eee, en not wo 


_ undecided, but in a ftate of ſtill greater embarraſſment 


and uncertainty, than when he took it up. For, after 
cautiening the thirſty inquirer after reft, againſt one 
Sober eiſtern, he ſends him to another, ftill more 
broken. Having never himſelf flaked his own thirſt at 
that uni of living waters the fulneſs of grace in 
Ennter Ja5vs, he overlooks this facred ſpring, and 
points to the muddy and contaminated ſource of man's 
* — "ou 3 Mts. his _— 
_— Me. v. neee of nt 
hut proper epithet of diſordered. nature: yet, in page xi. he 
repreſents that very nature as the ſeat of certain ** celeſtial quali- 
« ties and divine particles.” How what is 4 iſordered can be at 
the ſame time-celefial and divine, the reader is to judge. To me 
it appears fully as abſurd as to ſay, that à bad conſtitution, in's 
eonfirmed cachexy, poſſeſſes all the ſtamina of health. Mr. V. 
would, perhaps, attempt to reconcile. the claſhing terms. of this 
ſs ſelf · contradiction, by pleading, that mankind are a little 


diſordered by the firſt tranſgreſſion, but that the injury is ſo ex- 


tremely flight, that it reſembles only 1 ſcratch on the finger of n 
Body perfectly ſound throughout. The idea, however, wich the 

the ſcriptzeres give us of the ruin of man, is that of à deep, inve - 
terate, and malignant diſeaſe wrankling i in the centre of the ſoul, 
and carrying its deadly poiſon to every particle of the human 
frame. But, even allowing Mr. Y's ſuppoſed diſtinction, what 
Will he gain by it ?—nothing but abſurdity ſtill. For, ſince his 
terms © difordered nature” comprehend, ſurely, more than # 
fingle faculty; to be confiſtent, he ought to have ſaid, that man 
has a celeſtial divine nature, though it inherits a few. diſordered 
particles. And then, though he. would have been farther from 
conſiſtency with truth, he would have been leſs inconſiſtent with 
himſelf, _ * conſiſteney and truth are no ingredients in the 
* cc, GS A * ſentiments 


* 


s . 8 
24 * * a - 


_ 


_ tidote- againſt proſperity's treacherous ſmiles, or the 


6 33 3 
—_— ſcenes of ſorrow, diſappointment; and tempis 
tion, ſeeking reſt but finding none, he conſigns him 
over at laſt, for repoſe and ſaſety to req/an;, ſaying, | 


* our Pilot REAgoN muſt ſteer us to ſome happier 


1 coaſt.” Oh ! miſerable preſoriptiom for the ſous-of 
ſorrow, fin and care As ſoon might the languid pe- 


tient attempt to compoſe himſelf on a pilow-ſtuffad 


with pungent thorns, as any poor pilgrim expect 


_ procure reſt through this recipe of our 1 80 
in fact as irrational as it is unſeriptur all. 


Could “ reaſon” adminiſter relief to a 5 


1 could it alleviate the ſorrows of a burdened 


ſinner, and aſſuage the tempeſt within; could it put 
corruption in chains z could it furniſh an infallible an- 


loom of adverſity z could it bereave death af its ſing, 


or the grave of its horrors ; could it anſwer the awful 


demands of law and juſtice, and fortify the ſoul upon 
the proſpect of its arraignment to the ſupreme tribune! 
of "Gon, the judge of all ; could it fix a lamp in that 


region and ſhadow of death, man's benighted under 


ſtanding, ſufficient to lead him to truth, and light him 
to heaven; or could it allay the inſatiable thirſt of the 
human heart after follies and vanities, which are as | 

ruinous as they are bewitching j—could xeaſon, I ſaß, 
ſubſerve theſe beneficial and important ends, in which 
A Way thing that relates mn 
* Nine Dl a ee 245 and 


_ 
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W or eee Pelagians who, in the Log of contra · 
ing, ſcripture and facts, are; always labouring to explain aw 
2 truth'which is till more — eſtabliſhed by their very wick 


"neſs of their licentious comments, viz. the deep and tl 
depravity of human natuuu. 


(65d; 
and the Sdvfunianation of it hereafter, then we might F 
court, yea deify her as our all. But then too (hoyreſes 
referens) we might inſtantly conſign our 3:3es to the 
flames; throw by the lamp of revelation as a ſuper- 
Nuous and unneceſſary guide; take a Bolingbroke, 2 
Hume, or à Prieſtley, for our oracle; join in the pro- 
Fane cry with a W n againſt the influences of the 
Holy Shoſt; think and ſpeak as degradingly of the Sol 
of Gov as the execrable and abandoned author of an 
Eſay on Woman; hail a reſtoration of the haleyon- days 
of gentiliſm and infidelity z and-unite in a ſolemn aporheofis 
of dame Reaſon ;/ putting the crown upon her head, and 
orying to all the ſons of ſcience-and religion “ BO 
the knee?” But as theſe are conſequences too hor- 
ible to be admitted, even in idea, being pregnant with 
abſurdity and error of the groſſeſt nature; they evi- 
dently demonſtrate, that the premiſes on which they 
are founded muſt be equally falſe ; and that ſince lapſed 
reaſon cannot put away ſin, and ſorrow, the effect of it, 
or point out a complete ſyſtem in theory for eſtabliſhing 
truth and happineſs, her banner, and the zealous de- 
votecs enliſted under it; are to be deſerted; and the 
poor enquirer is to be diſpatched to a different ſource for 
reſt and peace. For, as ſoon might a fatigued traveller 
expect refreſhment and eaſe, amidſt the burning ſands 
of a deſert, expoſed to the vertical rays of the ſun, from 
a view of painted water and ſhade, as à guilty tranſ- 
greſſor derive peace, and imbibe comfort from the 
powers of reaſon, To whom then ſhould he go, bleſſed 
Ixsus, but unto thee ; fince thou alone haſt the words of 
ternal 2 0 How 3 the journey ing pilgrim 
ba n 42 1 IRS” en n ; 
| 00 Johs vi. 684 prongs Wt 


t 


find repoſe, or where ſhould he ſeek refreſhment, but 
under the ſhade f that tree of life; which furniſhes me- 
dicine for the ſick, and food for the hungry? which 
removes laſſitude and weakneſs from the pilgrim's limbs, 
and invigorates his ſoul with rene wed ardor to purſue 


his journey, till the concluſion of that puts a period to 


all bis trials? Where ſhould à poor ſinher, perſecuted 


by the world, harraſſed by Satan, or purſued by that 


avenger of blood, the law, find a ſecure aſylum; but 
in that almighty Redeemer,” who it as à hiding: place 


from the wind,” and à covert from ubs tempeſt, as rivers of 


water in a dry place, and at the ſhadow of a great roct in 
a weary land (d) and who, in the language of infinite 
compaſſion and inviolable faithfulneſs, ſaith, Come unto 


me all. ye that travel and are heavy laden, and I will give 


you reft & (e CHRIST is our peace, having made peace by 
the blood of his croſs. (f, And when the holy ſpirit 
enables a ſinner, in full renunciation of his own righ- 
teouſneſs, to fly:to the atonement and righteouſneſs of 
the Redeemer, and to appropriate what he did and ſuf- 
fered, peace is communicated to the conſcience, and 
ſacred reſt takes place in the heart. Faith is the great 
inſtrument in this ſovoreign application: for, being 
juſtiffed. by faith vue have peace with God through our Lord 
-Fefus Ghri/t: (g)- This work is well: deſcribed by the 
church of England. Being eſtabliſhed in Gop in 


-< this true faith, having a quiet conſcience in Cx tox, 


a firm hope, and aſſured truſ in Gob's mercy, through 
the merits of JESUS CHRIis r, to obtain this quiet- 
* _ _ and as joy, we. ſhall be af- 

= N | s ſured 

2 Wa, xxxil. 2. fe Matt. xt. a8. __ Epheſ. it, 14, | 
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e ſured. aſter this life to reſt in his holy hill, and td 


* dwell in his tabernacle. (i) The faithful K ο 
Lethe favourable mercies of God ſealed, the ſatisfac- 


tion by Cake r toward us confirmed, and the res 
c miſſion of ſin eſtabliſhed. Here they may RET 


** wrought. the tranquility of conſcience, the increaſe of 
« faith, the Areng tbening of hope, the large ſpreading 


4 abroad of brotherly kindneſs, with many other ſundry 


£ graces of Gop. Now it followeth to have with this 
< knowledge a ſure and conſtant faith, —that He hath 
« made upon his croſs a full and ſufficient — 
+ thee, a perfect cleanſing of thy ſins.” (4). - 

I, cherefore, the inquiry be again reputed, 4 Where 
« ſhall the journeying pilgrim find reſt,” the anſwer 
4s ready: Nat in the world, its pleaſures, riches, 
honours ; — net in the laws as a covenant of works; 


not in duties, or any performances wh: teve 0 3 ded 
as meritorious qualifications or conditions; — not in ſelf, 


the beloved idol of the human heart, nor in all the rea- 
ſon and | fancied goodneſs of which it boaſts; nat in 
any excellztcies, whether the effect of conſtitution or 
cultivation, whether natural or acquired; ust in any 
privileges, civil or religious, of birth or profeſſion; 
not in any of theſe, nat in all theſe together, can he 
find reſt, but Id CRRIST ALoxR ; in a ſimple reli- 
-ance, by faith, on his finiſhed work, to the total ex- 
eluſion of every plea for peace, juſtification, and ac- 
-eeptance with Gon, but what hath» reſpecdt to the 
mediator's all- atoning blood and allrſufficient righte - 


en This is the refreſhing, and this is the reſt 
1 recommended 


Second Homily-ofuhe Ant ul of the Churchs' 


(+) Firſt Homily on ths Sacraments 4s 1 bots 


. 
recommended in the goſpel, with which the Prince. of 
ners. O reader, feek. it here. Seek it in Iss alone. 
reſt but alſo for, guidance z, ſaying, our pilot rea- 
© fon, muſt, cer us, I muſt, again, requeſt the reader 
W The author's pilot is a moſt dangerous 
guide, that has ſhipwrecked: thouſands, and tens of 
thouſands, of its devotees, by ſinking them in the 
quick · ſands of ſelf-· conceit, or daſhing them againſt 
the rocks of. infidelity. And, as well might a 
tempeſt· toſſed mariner hope to gain his deſtined. port 
through the vague direction of à ſhooting, meteer, 
or the light of a glow- worm, Nas any one ſinner ex- 
pect to attain the haven of eternal reſt, without a ſu- 
perior guide to that of reaſon. What was the fate of 
the Greeks and. Romans, who ſteered by. his popular pi- 
lot? Did their xeaſon lead them to truth, or point them 
to reſt? No. Profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they became fools. 
I ben they knew Gop, they glorified him not as Gop,. but, 
became vain in their imagination, and their FHoliſb heart was. 
darkened, (n) Theworld ty wiſdom knew-nat Gap. (u) All, 
their boaſted reaſon, . exerted in the moſt celebrated ſyſ- 
tems of their philoſophers, left them the ſlaves of ſin, 
and the dupes of the groſſeſt idolatry. Hence an 
 Ingenious writer ſays, All the very beſt ſyſtems 
9 en the Gentiles Aae Japerſiitin and idola- 


2 ; bw. 
K EEE, | 3 


on <—— Rcfor's'lamp, which like the ſun in Ey, 
Throughout man's little world; her beams fee ſpread, 


4 Is now become a ſparkle, which doth lie: | 7 924.7 nts 
« Under the ee half n and dead. 88809 
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« xy, as may be ſeen from Plates fourth and eighth 
cc hook of laws, and alſo from Cicero's ſecond book of 
c laws throughout.” (*) Aſhocking blemiſh this, on the 
reaſon and religion of two of the greateſt champions 
of heatheniſm, And, even thoſe among them, who 
ſaw and confeſſed the abſurdity of practical polytheiſm, 
were, nevertheleſs, ſo ſwayed by popular prejudices, as x 
to make conſcience truckle to cuſtom, and truth bo- 2 
to the idolatrous laws which ſupported it: ſo that they 
held the truth, reſpecting the exiſtence or unity of the 
Godhead in the moſt abominable wnrighteouſneſe. Thus, 
Seneca, in his book de ſuperſtitione, as quoted by St. 
Auguſtine, de civit. Dei, lib. 6. cap. 10. ſays, Quæ om- 
nia ſapiens ſervabit tanguam ligibus juſſa. (+) Andafter- 
wards it is added, Omnem iſtam ignobilem Deorum turbam, 
quam long cwo longa ſuperſiitio congeſſit, fic adorabimus, 
af meminerimus cultum ejus magis ad morem quam ad rem 
pertinere (o). Upon which Auguſtin, with his uſual 
brilliancy of thought, obſerves, Colebat guod repreben- 
 debat,; agebat quod arguebat, quod culpabat adorabat (p). 
Marcus Antonius, an emperor and a philoſopher, ſo far 
gloried in his ſuperſtitious veneration for his idol-gods, 
as to plume himſelf on that account, with the proſpect 
| of fuck lt n the rebellion " Hg mag «© We have 
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avi en nr 
Mr. Laab, in his anſwer to- Ie as 0 as the, 
creation. 

C4) © All which "<p a vile man will obſerve as go 
cothmanded by the laws.” 


(%% We will adore all that igzob/e rout of god, which en ſu- 
Perſtition hath, for ages, heaped together, ſo as to remember, 
that the worſhip of them. is more 1 mat of cuſtom, than of im · 
Portance.““ dre bug ' ox vil bal] 

He praftiſed Pars ke a, he _ what he re · 
proved; and what he blamed, he adered. “ * N ( I 
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& not been ſuch negligent worſhippers of the gods,”  fags | 
be, 5 As to fear that Caſſius will get the victory. 


And even the celebrated moraliſt Epictetus ſacti- 


fices at the ſame idolatrous ſhrine, When he ſays, 
Trey deux dexa· Nutiy xci cm ages ou vH r rr¹ttt̊ 


E22250]155 mpoome. (4) To theſe quotations I can 


ſuperadd nothing more calculated to corroborate the 
ſentiment, and illuſtrate the argument for which they 
were brought, than the words of the great Mr. Locke, 
though even thoſe are more lax than I could wiſh. 
« Natural religion, in its full extent was no where, 
that I know of, taken care of by the force of natural 
e reaſon. It ſhould ſeem, by the little that hath been 


“ done in it, that it is Too HARD a thing for unaſſiſted 


&© reaſon to eſtabliſh morality in all its parts upon its trus 

< foundations with a clear and convincing light.“ (7? 
But there is one incontrovertible fact, which ſtamps 

everlaſting infamy on the world's boaſted reaſon, under 


all the advantages which philoſophy could give it; and 


in the face of ten thouſand ſophiſtical pleas demon- 


ſtrates, that, what men have cried up, as vehemently 
as the "Epheſians did their Diana, is an impudent idol, 
that uſurps the official character of the ſon of Gop 18 


the prophet of his church, and attempts to ſuperſede the 


neceſſity and utility of divine revelation. This noto- 


rious fact is, the contemptuous rejection of the everlaſting 
goſpel by the literati of Greece. Although the evangeli- 


cal 8 8 n A excellence, which 


* 


* — « Every one ought t to offer libations,” frerifices, and erk | 


4% fruits, according to the cuſtom of his country, i. e. do con- 
form to the prevailing idolatry, whatever it be. | | 


(7) Regnableng cb. f l. 
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wo) 
the lnfoifadas: of the Almighty could bab diſptays - 
ed the many-feld wiſdom of Gop in the moſt illuſ- 
trious and captivating points of view; exhibited truth, 
merey, juſtice, loving-kindneſs, holineſs, all honoured 
in their reſpective claims, and all meeting together, 
through CHRTS T, in the moſt perfect reciprocal har- 
mony; and although this divinely-inſpired ſyſtem was 
ſtrongly recommended by the erudition and oratory of 
ſo powerful an advocate as the great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles; yet, that ſame apoſtle hath left it upon record, 
that the goſpel was, 10 the. Greeks, FoolisnNESsSs. (// 
Though full of the wiſdom of Gon, it appeared to them 
replete with folly. Where was their reaſon, when they 
paſt ſuch an ignominious ſentence upon the wiſeſt 
and moſt gracious ſcheme, that ever was revealed to 
man? Why, it was ſuppoſed at this time to have ar- 
rived at the point of meridian brightneſs. Corinth 
abounded with philoſophers of various demonſtrations z 
and an education among them was deemed * a pri- 
bers. of that Horace ſays, | Ea id 998 85 


Nn e exivis homini contiagit adire 2 rium. | 


Vet here, in this great nurſery of reaſon, the hel of of 
Chriſt was-caft out with the moſt arrogant contempt. 
At Athens, another famous "ſeminary for philoſophers 
and reaſoners, it met with a ſimilar reception; while 
Paul, who preached it, Was ſtyled by the Epicureans 
an] S$toics, there, a habbler; and a ſetter forth of | ſtrange 
gods. (.) A conſideration of which might well make 
the apoſtle aſk, with an. air of triumph, Where is the 
bes ?: where is the Ji ? whers is the diſputer of this 

£ Oe n a 


OO 1 Cor. i. 24. t) Aar wil. 18. 


"av 


_ world ok not God MADE" FOOLS the ſm if ie 
, world ?(u) © b 
Ik chen it yp fact, as ir undenlably is, chke icing: 
nite and unerring reaſon of the all-wiſe God, diſplayed 
in the goſpel, has been blaſphemedand deſpiſed” moſt by 
the ſeveral" tribes of philoſophers,” reaſoners, diſputers, 
ſcribes; the reputed oraclzs of the world; what becomes 
of reaſon's boaſted guidance? or, who would truſt to 
ſuch a pilot ? Were it in its original tate of rectitude, 
uncorrupted through the fall, it might anſwer the pur- 

poſe of infallible: direction. But, as the neceſſity of u 


revelation implies the contrary; till reaſon; be reftared 


to its primitive ſoundneſs, it muct be an incompeterit 


| judge of ſplritual ſubjecta· The natural man riccotib- 


not the things of the ſpirit of Go, for they ur fouliſhniſs 
10 him, neither can he inow ove Berat they are mu 
TUALLY Mrd on π Nags bas 1) 
— facts 8 the whe of cis warb 
Let us look at home, and ſee into what whirl- 

= the celebrated pilot“ is ſteering dur Hole? 


philoſophers. Setting out with this moſt erronedùs 


hypotheſis, “ that we are to admit nothing that appears 
„ cchtrary to our reaſon, they blunder on, in All 
their conſequent examinations and deductions. This 


fatal flaw affects every link in their ſyſtem, and pra- 


duces a long concatenation of errors, The idol pilot 
being placed at the helm in the ſoul, and the ſpirit and 

revelation of God being of courſe ſuperſeded in their 
conjoined influence ; miſtakes and dangers ad infnitum 
muſt enſue. That we ſhould admit nothing that is con- 
trary to RIGHT reaſon, to ENLIGHTENED — 
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(22) 


God's reaſon, is as true as wiſe. kut when it is urged 
that our” reaſon is to decide, one is obliged to aſk, 
« Whoſe? the reaſon of our pbilaſophers? our deiſt:? 
dur petitianing diuines? our free-thinkers# our Arians? 
our \Socemens.? our materialiſts? Whoſe reaſon amongſt 
theſe ſeveral claſſes of pretenders to it is to be judge ? 
All will put in their reſpective claims to a right of 
judging, for themſelyes, and for others too, perhaps. 
Is every man's own reaſon to be a judge to himſelf? If 
ſo, tben truth muſt vary as much as the complexion; 
often aſſume equally the names of light and darkneſs, 
right and wrong; be every where, and no where. Is 
reaſon an univerſal and certain judge or guide to every 
man? Then every man muſt be right, and reaſon muſt 
be the ſame in all: but this is contradicted by unde- 
niable facts. Since an infinite diverſity of opinions, 
for and againſt truth, prevails in the world; fince the 
advocates on all ſides are equal claimants to the right 
of judging, and the purity of reaſon; and ſince both 
cannot be right, amidſt their moſt plauſible but con- 
tradictory pleas; does it not from hence follow, that 
there muſt be ſome fixed and determinate flandard e 
"truth, from whence there can lie no appeal? And 
what can this be, but THE SCRIPTURES given by in- 
. ſprration of GoD ? (y) To the Law, and 10 the TESTI- 
MONY : If they. ſpeak not according to theſe things, it is 
becauſe there im No Liehr in them. (=) Hence that 
command of CnzsT,: ſearch the feriptures. (a) And 
the advice af an Apoſtle to tate heed to the word, as to a 
lebe that A. in a a Place. (b) There cannot, 
. TE ; | | therefore, 


oY 2 2 Tim. iii. 16. (x) * viii. 2 (a 7 John v. 39+ 
(6) 2 Ege. J. 19, SY rs | 


A4 
therefore be deviſed, more wicked * execrable colin» 
ſel, than that which ſays, * In trying the ſpirits and 

«6 judging of doctrines, let us conſult nature, and the 
„ fit dictates of conſcience, and take the light of reaſen 

5 along with us:“ becauſe it ſends a man to himſelf, 

inſtead of to Gop; it puts reaſon upon the throne, and 

revelation at the idol's feet; and makes that which is 

Fulliblé, to fit in judgment upon infullible authority. 

And it is not to be wondered, that the authors of ſuch 

counſel ſhould exemplify their own ſentiments, by 

being the abettors of ſuch a maſs of damnable errors, as 
one might only have expected from the ſchools of hea» 
then philoſophers, or the vatican at Rome. Who can 

help ſending ſuch PIER to learn e . a 

poet? | 


80 Die, as the borrowed baba of moon and lars 
To lonely, weary, wand' ring travellers, 
Is reaſon to the ſoul: and as on high, 
Thoſe rolling fires diſcover but the iy, * | 
Net light us there; ſq reaſon's glimm ring ray }J 
Was lent, not to aſſure our doubtful way, "1 
gi But guide us forward to a better oy, 77 I 


But it will be urged that people err, with the bible 
in their hands; granted. The fault, however, is not 
in the word of Gop, but in its pretended interpreters; 
and the diverſity of interpretation ariſes from the diffe- 
rent light or medium through which the ſcriptures are 
viewed. Tne great enemy, here, is carnal reaſon, 
which makes the word of God bend to its own precon - 
ceived ideas. As theſe are correſpondent with that dark- 
N85 8 8 4 | _. nels, 
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nest and depravity, which reign if the heart, hence 


falſe principles, falſe concluſions, falſe interpretations, 
and damnable hereſies. Men bring their “ light of 
nature to the ſcriptures, and made them ſpeak, what 


10 their defiruftion, (d) Proud reaſon does not reliſh 
eny/teries.. "Theſe dazzle and confound her light; and 


are rejected, becauſe not comprebended, forſooth, Hence 


the ravings and contradictions of the fanatie followers 
of Arius and Socinus ; who reject the capital truths of 
revelation, becauſe they cannot conceive, and will not 
believe, that all the fulneſs of the Godbead duwelt bodily in 
Cnaisr Ixsus, (e) and that Gor was in him, recon- 
ciling | the world unto himſelf, (, by making a full, 


* perfect, and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatis- 
faction for fin,” (g.) by. one offering of himſelf once 


offered. ( Since, however, there are others, who 
interpret ſcripture differently, and, by their interpre- 
tations, do honour to right reaſon, and to the great 
truths of the goſpel; what are we to infer from hence, 


but that ſome ſupernatural influence i is neceſſary to ſave 


natural reaſon from her inherent perverſity and pride, 
and make her know her proper place, by acknowledging 
the all- commanding authority of Gop's word? to illu- 
minate her blindneſs, and guide her ſucceſsfully, under 


the humble diſcipline of Faith, in her reſearches after 


truth ?—that the influence which produces ſuch impor- 
tant effects, muſt be that of the pirit of God? and that 

the reaſon why men differ ſo widely in their interpreta- 
tion of n, is becauſe Ons are gn pl the ſpi- 
a | writ, 


(s) Communion ſerrice. (5) Heb. x. 14. 


(oF) 


rit, while thoſe who decry and deride his divine teachs ' 
ing are manifeſtly actuated by the father of lies? It is 
impoſlible, ſurely, that two perſons, with the bible in 
their hands, holding tenets diametrically oppoſite to 
each other, relative to the effential doctrines of the 
goſpel, can be influenced by the ſame kind of reaſon; 
and be beth right. Truth cannot reſt with both. And, 
fince to know the truth (i) is eſſential to ſalvation, and 
to believe a lis (t) will certainly damn, ſome proviſion 
muſt be made for the ſouPs certain direction in àa matter 
of infinite importance. This proviſion muſt be in the 
teaching of the ſpirit, whoſe office it is to guide into all 
eſſential trub, (I) and to open the underſtanding to under- 
fand the ſeriptures, (m) as a ſpirit of ROO and reuge 

| lation in the knowledge of Gov.'(n) - 5 
The ſpirit of error, with its wonted adduoity) will 
tell us we want No affiitance, but the exerciſe of 
% our own reaſon.” . The greateſt proof imaginable 
that the man who can aſſert this, has not one grain of 
right reaſon, or of ſcripture, to ſupport his poſitionʒ 
and I am ſure, an author requires extraordinary 
«« affiftance” to keep his indignation from kindling into 
exceflive warmth, againſt an aſſertion ſo execrable, ſo 
full of pride, fo big with blaſphemy againſt the ſpirit, 
and the'ſcriptures of God. Nothing ſurely could ever 
haue diftated it, but Bere) grown grey in the ſeraite of 
the father of lies, and ſwoln to the full, and ready to 
burſt with envenomed ſpleen againſt the goſpel of the 
bleſſed Gop. I beg leave now to confront the unhal- 
lowed 2 of ou reaſon, with l 
; monrs 


45 6 Das © FR a) Tah fi. 13. 4.0 me 
(mm) Luke xxiv. 45. (* Epbeſ. i. 17. 1 ; 8 


(26) 


monies from the oracles of eruth, and from the eſta- 1 
bliſhed doctrines of the church of England; in order to 
demonſtrate, the abſolute neceſſity of the united influ- 
ence of the ſpirit and word of God, to inveſtigate truth 
aright.—To begin with the ſcriptures. —God looked down 
from heaven upon the children of men to ſee if there were 

ANY, that did UNDERSTAND and ſeek after Gov (0). 
There is NONE that under/iandeth': they are ALL gone out 
of the way. (p) Having the underſtanding DARKENED 
through the i ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the BLIND 
NESS of the heart. (q) They do AL was err in their 
HEART. (r) Every imagination of the thoughts of man's 
heart is only evil, and that continually. ( [) If our goſpel 
be m1D, it is hid to them that are Los r, in whom the god 
of this world hath BLINDED the minds of them that believe 
not, left the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. (t) + The world by 
WISDOM new not God (u). I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thuu haſt mip theſe things 
From the wisk and PRUDENT, and haſt revealed them 
unto BABES. (x) Ye muſt be BORN AGAIN. (y) It is written 
in the prophets, and they ſhall be all TaucauT or Gop.(z) 
Open thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous things in 
thy law. (a) What I ſee not, teach THou. me. (BU) 1 
counſel thee to buy of me EYE-SALVE, that thou 'mayeft 

ſee. (e CHRIST is made of God. unto us WISDOM. (4) 
om man that hath heard ond rann of the Father 
1 * 


(%) Pſa. xiv. 2. (5) Rom. xi. 12, 13. 09 5 iv. 18. 
(er) Heb. iii. 10. (/) Gen. vi. 5. (7) 2 Cor. iv. 3. (u) 1 Cor. 
i. 21. (x) Mat. xi. 23. (3) Jobs iii. 7. (z) Jobn vi. 45. 
(a) P/a. exix. 18, (5) 7e XXXiY. . 32, (9.5 Rev. war 8. JA 
3 Cor. i. 30. 8 


* 


tometh unto me. (e) Jeſus ſaid unto them, if ye were blind 
ye ſhould have no ſin; but now ye ſay, Mie ſee, therefore, 
your fin remaineth. () I am come a LIGHT into the 
world, that whoſoever believeth on me ſhould not abide 1 
' DARKNESS. (g) Iwill pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
yon another comforter, even the ſpirit of truth, "whom the 
world cannot receive becauſe it ſeeih him not, neither knoweth = 
him. (h)——He Hall Gui you into all TRUTH. (i) 
San#ify them through the truth : thy woRD is truth. (A 
 FugsH AND BLOOD hath NoT revealed this unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven. (I) God, who commanded 
the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath SHINED in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Feſus Chriſt. (m) God hath REVEALFD them 
unto us by his ſpirit. (n For what man knoweth the 
things of a man ſave the ſpirit of a man which is in him ? 
even ſo the things of God KNOWETH No MAN, but the 
ſpirit of Gob. (o Now if ANY MAN have not the ſpi- 
rit of Chrift, he is none of his. (p) I thought it necef- 
ſary to tranſcribe the preceding quotations entire, 
(which are but few out of the many that might be 
brought) inſtead of making a bare reference to them; 
becauſe in the latter caſe they are ſeldom read. And, 
as they are laid before Mr. V. in a connected arrange- 
ment, with a view to let him ſee, in a ſmall compaſs, 
what God ſaith concerning the ſtate of man's intel- 
lectual powers ſince the fall, and the neceſſity of a 
. ſupernatural influence to illuminate and guide them in 
ſearch of truth; Mr. V. is to judge, how far his un- 
: | V1," 8 2 
(e) John vi. 45. ) John ix. 41. (g) John xii, 46. 00 | 
Fohn xiv. 16. (i) Jobn xvi. 13. (#) Jobn xvii. 17. (1) Mat. 


xvi. 17. (n) 2 Car, iy 6. (n) 1 Cor. ii. 10. (o) 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
(8). Rem. vii. 9. ; | | | 
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afliſted ( pilot” can ſteer a ſafe. courſe heavenward, 


without CHRIST at the helm, and without that uner- 


ring compaſs, the infallible ſcriptures of Gop. This, 


however, 1 muſt tell him, that if he chuſe to navigate 
the troubled fea of a ſinful and ſorrowful world under 


the ſole direction of his reaſon, I am determined he ſhall 
ſail alone, for me. A man's everla/ting All is ſo pre- 


cious, that the acquiſition of the whole world would 
not countervail the loſs of it: and, amidſt ſo many 


perils from tempeſts, from rocks, and quickſands, I 


am determined that none but the Loxp Jzsvs CaurisT 
ſhall be entruſted with a cargo of ſuch ineſtimable value; 


remembering it'to be a record of him, authenticated by 


the experience of millions, that He is able to KEEP that 


which is committed to him againſi the great day; (q) con- 
ſidering too, what multitudes have foundered in their 


voyage ; have been ingulphed in the dreadful charybdis 


of ſelf-righteouſneſs ; or totally ſhipwrecked againſt the 
rocks of ignorance, pride and unbelief; becauſe they 


wouls not Jet CHRISH have in ALL . the pre- 


eminence. (r) 
Should Mr. V. be diſpoſes to controvert the point 


in debate, upon the authority of ſcripture, notwith- 


ſtanding the paſſages I have produced from it; he will 


not, however, diſpute the meaning, and: he dare not, 
without flying in the face of his own church, diſpute 


the truth of the following extracts, becauſe they are 
taken from her homilies : © Reaſon muſt give place to 


c God's s Holy Spirit. The Holy Ghoſt is the ſchool- 


«© maſter of truth, which leadeth into all truth; and 


e whoſo is not led and taught by him, cannot but fall 
| e into 


(20 2 Tim. i, 12. * ( lot "2, 


, 
[ 
: 

: 
1 


t i ) 


into deep error, what knowledge or learning ſoever he 


„ hath, (s) St. Chry//lom faith, Man's human and 


& worldly wiſdom or ſcience is not needful to the un- 
« derſtanding of ſcripture, but the revelation of the 
* Hey Gho/t, who inſpireth the true meaning into 
«them. [77 
VI. In p. xi. we are preſented wits a view of man, 
as the ſuppoſed ſubje by nature, of certain “ celeſtial 
© qualities and divine particles,” which conſtitute him 
ce the child of heaven.” But this happens to be a trait 
of human nature, taken, not from the ſacred original 
of Gop's word, but from the enthuſiaſtic reveries of 
ſelf exalted reaſon ; whoſe repreſentations are generally 
attended with a fatal deſceptio viſus. What our author 
ſtyles << celeſtial qualities,” it 1s acknowledged, origi- 
nally dwelt in the frame and conſtitution af min, when 
created after the i image of Ged. But a loſs of hat image, 
by the fall, was attended with a privation of thoſe qua- 
lities, and an implantation of ſuch ſeeds of corruption, 
as conſtitute him ow the ſubje& of fin, and by nature 
a child of wrath, To eradicate the latter (which the 
church of England calls © the diſeaſes of our ſouls,” (u 
and to reſtore the former is the effect of the agency of 
God's holy ſpirit. And till the thoughts of the heart 
& are cleanſed by his holy inſpiration,” (x) it is the ſeat, 
not of „ celeſtial,” but of infernal * qualities,” not 
of “ divine,” but of diabolical “ particles, which 
$ conſtitute him the child of hell, being under the 
en of that 9 which is N beneath, and is 


© earthly, 


Cs) Firk and ſecond part of the Homily on certain places of *© 


ſcripture. (t) Second Homily on reading the. ſcriptures. 
(# EI Coll, for Luke's day, (x) Communion ſervice. 
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1 
tarthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. (y) And that Mr. V. 
may ſee, how far that nature, which his own pen has 
ſtyled e weak, feeble, and diſordered,” merits the ſpark- 
ling epithet, with which he has inconſiſtently and er- 
roneouſly aggrandized it; I beg him to attend to the 
following deſcription, given by an infallible expoſi- 
tor. Out of the HEART proceed evil thoughts, (or, rather, 
dt AXN0Y1T pros 64 hx evil reaſmings, that corrupt the 
mind and pervert truth) adulter ies, fornications, murders, 


thefts, covetouſneſi, wickedneſs, deceit, laſeiviouſneſs, an 


evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, fooliſhneſs. (2) Leſt he ſhould 
evade the force of this humiliating teſtimony, by al- 
ledging that it was intended as the deſcription of ſome 
individuals of a peculiarly-abandoned complexion ; let 
him recolle& the delineation of the heart itſelf, conſi- 
dered in the abſtract. The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked: Who can know it ? (a) 
Should he, however, be bold enough, ſtill to ſtand 
forth as an advocate for the inherent . celeſtial quali- 
ties“ of human nature; I muſt beg leave to remind 
him, that he never officiates in the congregation, but 
he ſets his ſeal, ex ore at leaſt, to the oppoſite doQrine ; 
when in the general confeſſion, he acknowledges - there 
© is NO HEALTH in us,” —that he never catechiſes, but 
his catechumens muſt declare, “ they are by nature 
* BORN IN six, and the children of wrath ;—that he 
„ never baptizes,” but he ſays, all men are con- 
*© CEIVED AND BORN IN SEN ;“ — but above all, that 


when he was ordained, he gave his ſolemn -afſent'ex 


animo to the ixth, article of the church of England, 
which maintains, that “ man is very far (quam longiſ- 


, % Amt; 


(5) Fam. ii. 15. (%) Mat. xv. 19. (a) Jer. xvii. g- 


CY? 
e fim#, as far as poſſible) gone from original righteoufe 
« neſs, 255 is OF HIS OWN NATURE INCLINED TO 
%% Hrn. 
But, ſhould Mr. 2 amiaſt all the. Sod evie 

dence by which the doctrine of man's natural depravity 

and guilt is ſupported, and the indiſpenſable obligations 
| he is laid under to the great Biſhop of ſouls, to his 
| Dioceſan, to the church of England, and to his con- 
ſcience, to preach it —ſhould he, I ſay, nevertheleſs, 
ſtill entertain a doubt of its reality, and habitually 
violate his ordination-vows, by with-holding this offen+ 
five, becauſe, moſt humiliating doctrine, from his 
hearers ; 1 will preſent him with a paradox from a 
' venerable prelate of his church, a ſolution of which will 
equally account for his doubts as for his guilt, ** What 
is it but original ſin,” ſays the great Biſhop Beve+ 
ridge, that can ſo far blind any man's eyes, as not to 
© ſee what is continually before his eyes. If I look 
for it, and cannot find it, I do as really find it, as I 
« look for it: for then I find it diſenabling me to find 
t that, which otherwiſe I could not chuſe but 

s find.“ (5) 
VII. In ſome reſſections, p. xv. our 50 ye 
„Whenever we caſt the eye on the monuments of the 
&« dead, let us think how ſoon the ſame ſilent priſon 
«© may entomb our remains.” Hactenus bæt. But is 
this all that ſhould engage the conſideration of guilty 
| mortals? After the poor hody's conſignment toits native 
duſt, will not the immortal part of every individual be 
either borne on the wings of angels to Abraham's boſom, 
or tranſported to the regions of the damned, and ſhut 
i see Biſhop Beyeridge's Expoſition of the Articles, 
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vp in hell for ever? Is not death eternal, as well as 
temporal," the wages of fin? And will not this be the 
bitter portion of the impenitent and unbelieving ? Js it 
not as certain a truth, as it is a tremendous one, that 
alt who die in their fins, unpardoned through the blood 
of CuRIs T, and unrenewed by his Spirit, are loſt for 
ever? Should not unbelieving formaliſts, and felf- 
righteous, ſelf-virtuous phariſees, as well as open ſin- 
ners, be told plainly, that they alone are bleed who die 
in the Lo RD Jzsvs ? And that diſunion of heart from 
him, will ſubject to ai curſe written in the book of c 
Gonk fl | 

| Inſtead, then, of preaching a little wy ethic leQure 
about death, and introducing the words eternity and 
Judgment, ſometimes, perhaps, only juſt to help out the 
cadence of a finely-turned period, an audience ſhould 
be made, as it were, to lock into the eternal world, 
while. the preacher ſpeaks of ſuch ſubjecis as the hor- 
rors of hell, -as well as the gloom- of death—the awful 
exiſtence of the ſoul, as well as the humble ſtate of the 
vile body—the re-ygion of both at the ſound of the laſt 
trumpet—the attendant circumſtances of the Tefur- 
reftion-morning—the earth and heavens in a flame— 


the fun turned into darkneſs, the moon into blood 


the dead raiſed—the JuDos enthroned; the judgment 


ſet, and the books opened—the nations arraigned— 


the irrevocable ſentence—the fearful doom of thoſe who 
reject CnrIsT, and deſpiſe bis *goſpel—the ineffable 
bliſs of the righteous, who waſh their robes; and make 
them white in the blood of the Lamb che ſeparation 


of the former from bappineſy, from heaven—the trĩ- 
pwphant non, of the latter the beatific viſion 


, , 7? a # F an? ; g 
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of Ixsus the ſongs of the rigliteous; the lamentations 
of the wicked time ended; and eternity, awful eter- 

nity, ſetting an irreverſible ſeal te the deciſive tranſ- 

actions of the laſt day, and confirming for ever the 
decrees of the Lox p Gop ALMIGHTY. a 
Thus ſhould the ſacred orator lift up his voice, like 

a trumpet z otherwiſe his hearers will Heep on all ſides 
of him, and go to hell ſoothed in their fins, or intox- 
icated with the ſtupifying opiate of ſclf-righteous pride; 
while (O feartul thought !) their blood will God re- 
quire at the timid or flattering preacher's hands. 
Curſed is he u doth the work of the LoRD deceitfully.(c)* 
VIII. Mr. V. ſpeaks much about „ a good name ;* 

and much more, I doubt, than either truth or facts will 
warrant, ** Let us be ſtrenuous,'? fays he, to obtain 
e this beſt of treaſures.” The word of Gon, : how- 
ever, can direct us to a much better treaſure than a good 
name; which is but a precarious' thing at beſt, ſince it 
depends ſo much upon the fluctuating opinion of à ca- 
pricious world; and that better treaſure is 4 ne- 
name; (e) a new heart; (f) a new creation; (g a fav- 
ing intereſt in all the unſearchable riches of CHRIS, 
who is the believer's pearl of great price, and in whom 
are laid up all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, 
of grace and glory. Let us be ſtrenuous to obtain the 
+ beſt of treaſures, although the acquiſition ſhould bè fob 
lowed with the loſs of every thing elſe, and, among the 
reſt, of our good name; ever remembering the: noble 

- eſtimate which the ety made of all things, compared 


with 


e. Jer. xIviil. 10. cen Rev. ii, 5 fal. li. 10. 
(8) > Cur, v. * | | 


1 


with the excellency of the knowledge of CHRIST JESUS THA 
Lox. (5) | 

It is admitted, that the 3 of wile i 
£ good men is an exalted ſatisfaction.” But, perſons 
called wiſe and good, have often no real pretenſions ei- 
ther to wiſdom or goodneſs ; and, in the eſtimation of 
Gop, are both fools and wicked. A good name, which 
derives its reputation and eftabliſhment from the opi- 
nion and applauſe of ſuch, is nothing but an empty 
bubble, a fatal miſnomer, an adulatory puff; and, in 
many caſes, an infamous mark of practical rebellion 
againſt God : for, he who is the favourite of men, is 
often a foe to CHrIsT. The friendſbip of the world is 
enmity with God: (i) and that which is highly efleemed 
among men is abomination in his ſight. (k) 

It is alſo allowed, that we ſhould have regard to 
4 our name,” as the apocryphal writer, whom Mr. V. 
bas quoted, adviſes; and, that according to an inſpired 
zudge, a good name is as precious ointment (1) diffuſing. 
its odors through the circle of ſociety ; embalming the 
memory of the righteous; reſcuing their actions from 
oblivion; and tranſmitting their characters with fra- 
grant and honourable mention to poſterity. But the 
grand queſtion ſtill is, What conſtitutes a good name? 
The ſcriptures being judge, it is a-good report through 
Faith; (m) the poſſeſſing the name, and with it, the 
ſubſtantial endowments of a believer in CHRISTͤH53 and 
ſuch as Paul obtained, when he preached THE FAITH, 
zohich' once he deſtroyed ; (u) ſuch as. the diſciple, whoſe 
* was in the goſpel (0) had; and ſuch as thoſe old- 


. | | | teſtament 


(b) Phil ii. 8. (i) W iv. 4. (4) U xv. 6 75 Keel. 
vii.1, (n) Heb. xi. 39. () Gal, i. 23. (o) 2 Cor. vili. 18. 


0. » ns 
teſtament worthies are renowned for, of 8 It is 
recorded, that they all died in faith. ( 5 The name of 
a believer in CHRIST, or a faithful preacher of Curie, 
well reported: of for good works, is the only one that 
_ comparatively merits the denomination of good, becauſe 


there can be no intrinſic goodneſs, without ſaving faith; 


ſince without that, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; and, 
| beeauſe, when the name of the world's favourites ſhall 
either rot in oblivion, or be remembered with diſguft 
and abhorrence, this ſhall be found written in the 
Lamb's book of life; ſhall ſhine with indelible luſtre in 
the regiſter of the ſons and daughters of the Lord Al- 

| mighty ; ſhall ſurvive the wreck of the univerſe ; and 
live for ever. Let us by all means “ have regard to 
& this name” —to the ſcriptural mode of procuring it, 
and to the conſiſtent deportment neceſſary to adorn it, 
But is this a popular name ? Do the world love it, 
and thoſe who bear it? No. The name chri/tian, 
which is but another name for believer, was once deemed 
the moſt infamous one a man could bear. The world 
called CuRISsT himſelf a deceiver, a blaſphemer, Beel- 
Zebub ; his apoſtles, men who turned the world upſide 
down ; St. Paul, a madman, a fellow not fit to live." 


And to this day, all who live, or preach faithfully the 


doctrines of Chriſt and his apoſtles, ſhare in ſome degree 


the ſame kind of reproach. Their names are caſt out 


as evil; and perſecution is generally proportioned to 

their zeal and faithfulneſs; ſo that the more real good 

they labour to do, the more they are reviled. As the 

world lieth in the wicked one, it will love its own reſem- 
blance, and hate the oppoſite z and it will indicate that 

TD wickedlys 

66 Heb. xi. 13. 


(3 ) 


wicke dly-· partial temper, by with-holding a good name 
from real excellence, and by giving one, often, to im- 


piety itſelf, Thus, for inſtance, a laborious, evange- 


lical, devoted miniſter of God's word ſhall be ſtigma- 
tized with the opprobrious epithets of enthuſia/t, me- 
thodiſt, fanatic, &c. And though his own example 
ſhould furniſh the moſt corroborating proof, that the 
doctrines of free grace not only ſecure all the honour to 


 Cani1sT in the great work of ſalvation, but alſo have a 


* 


direct tendency to eſtabliſh holineſs, and promote obe- 


dience in all its branches, upon principles the moſt 


diſintereſted and hoble, and upon grounds the moſt pure 
and permanent; yet, it will be ten thouſand to one, if 
the purity of his doctrines, illuſtrated by the exempla- 
rineſs of his converſation, be ſufficient to guard againſt 
imputations, levelled againſt the former, even though 
effeCtually refuted by the latter; or againſt the moſt 
illiberal epithets, which are an attack upon religion, as 


| well as an inſolt to good ſenſe and common goed man- 


ners. 


On the contrary; a careleſs, ſelf-indulgent plea- 
ſure-taking clergyman, who will revel at the wakes, 
follow the hounds, puſh.about the bottle, dance at the 
aſjemblies, preſide at the races, frequent the play. houſe, 
or fimper over a card- *. (4) with the formaliſts and 


fooliſh 


' (9) Card-playing is expreſsly forbidden to clergymen of the 
church of England, by the 75th canon, entitled, Sober Aye 
tion required in Minifters. 

No eccleſiaſtical perſon, ſhall at any time, other than for their | 
honeſt neceſſities, reſort to any TAVERNS or alehouſes; neither 
ke ſhall they BpaRrD or Lobo in any ſuch places. Further- 
"fore; they ſhall not give themſelves to any baſe or ſervile la- 


« bour, 


bl 


\ 


* 


fooliſh | virgins in his pariſh, and attend all their rid 
cCulous routs, in order to /an&ify and recommend thoſe 
innocent and rational amuſements ;—ſuch an one, whoſe 
object is the fleece, not the flock ; to whom preaching is 
« burden; the whole ſyſtem of the goſpel, fooliſhneſs 

anda ſtrict walk his averſion; ſhall be univerſally ca- 
reſſed as a mighty good - natured gentlemen, that does 
ec no- body any harm ;” eſpecially, if, after a week's 

pleaſure, after having upon Saturday night, fat up late 
at the bottle with the '{(quire, or at cards with the ladies, 
he makes a point of it, on Sunday morning, to preach 
up good works z and to caution his flock, againſt : all en- 
- thufiaſts, who, he will urge, „cry up nothing but 


„faith, and would have POW: righteous over- 


c much.“ (r) 

Now, let the ſcene be only reverſed ; let death, or 
that irreſiſtible attractive, a corpulent benefice, but re- 
move the character juſt deſcribed, and let the former 


de lubſtituted! in his ſtead, and then it will be ſeen what 


F 2 5 the 


1c bour, or to DRINKING or riot, ſpending their time 101 * by 


« day or by night, playing at DICE, CARDS, or TABLES, or 
46 any other unlawful game; but at all times convenient, they 
« ſhall hear or read ſomewhat of the holy ſcriptures, or ſhall OC= 
4 cupy themſelves with ſome other honeſt ſtudy or exerciſe, al- 
a ways doing the things which ſhall appertain to honeſty, and en- 
e deavouring to profit the eburch Gd; (by ſtudying the 
eviptures, and compoſing their g own 1 1 inſtead of tranſcrib- 
 pratice \ with many) 10 8 alw 8 in mind 1 they ought to 
% EXCEL others in purity of life, and ſhould be EXAMPLES to 


LM the people to live well and ABCS under pain of eccleſiaſ- 


ce tical cenſures, &c. a 
(r) This abſurd ſelf:contradi Alon i 4 quite common with thoſe 
who underſtand not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, 
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unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy and 


X*X 35 4} 


the world's good name is. Miniſterial faithfulneſs will 


| be inſtantly abuſed. The whole pariſh will ring with 


complaints of tos much preaching, praying, and ſing- 
ing. The perſon, who watches for their ſouls, as one 
that muſt give an account to God, will be the ſubje&t 
of every card-table confabulation, if not the ſong of the - 
drunkards ; only becauſe he will not ſuffer his pa- 
riſhioners to go on quietly in their ſins, and drop into 
hell, without lifting up his voice like a trumpet. _ 
But, is the miniſter of Chriſt to be diſcouraged ? Is 
he to be frightened from his work, by the application 
of hackneyed epithets, given by.“ the great vulgar or 
< the ſmall?” Shall he ſacrifice truth, conſcience, and 
immortal /ouls, at the ſhrine of that idol of timid falſe 
prophets, the world's good name? No, he thinks it an 
honour to be reproached for the name of Chriſt. And, 


while the cry of the world is, Away with ſuch a fel- 


& low from the earth,” an anticipation in hope of the 


| ſentence of his great Maſter, Well done, good and faithful 


ſervant, amply compenſates. Beſides, he recolleQs, 
that Chriſt hath ſtamped a badge of infamy on the 
world's good name, and pointed it out as the black 
mark, peculiar to falſe prophets, ſaying; Wo unto yon, 
when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you ! for ſo did their 


fathers to the falſe prophets. (s) Knowing, therefore, : 


it is infinitely more eligible to be ab»/ed by a careleſs 
world, than to be damned with it, he goes on ſteadily 
in his labour of love, joining iſſue with the apoſtle, 
None of theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear 


25 the 
(5 Like vi. 26. 5 


is} 


the miniſtry, which 1 have received of the Lonp Rewe. | 


ro teflify the goſpel of the grace of God. (t) 1 
It is with faſhionable divinity, often, as with fers 
menting liquors; the deeper you go, the groſſer the 
faœculence. In the ſermon under conſideration, this is 

ſtrictly the caſe, Our author. has kept the worſt wing 
till the laſt. Wine did I call it? I declare, what fol- 
lows, is ſuch bare-faced error, that it would be au abuſe 
8 of language, to term it even wine mixed with water. It 


is rank poiſon z ; and eyen uncompounded with a ſingle 


Ingredient to render it palateable, or to ſheath the deadly 
pill. What a pity ! there ſhould be any, ſimple or 


mad enough, to ſwallow it. () Reader be upon thy 
guard. Are we grieved with affliction? a ſelf con- 
* vidtion of being Virtuous is an antidote agi every ca- 
lamity.” "(81-7 1 PAR 
; Now, from whence can this. 7 conviction” which 
Mr. v ene be derived 2. 1. It: cannot be a 
a fruit 

© Afts xx. 24» 
(u) As an Abe for Mr. Young's. printing "his rc he 
Lays i in the preface, that the publication of it, was at © the requeſt 
e of many reſpeFable” perſons. In the author's own eſtimation, 


they might appear ſo; but not in the judgment of him who at- 
*cepteth no man's perſon. For nothing can ſtamp genuine te- | 
ſpectability on the character of thoſe, who requeſt, what is 
calculated to wound the truths of the goſpel, and to ruin immor-, 


tal ſouls; and whoſe “ countenance” ought to be dreaded by 2 
"miniſter as death; ſince to pleaſe ſuch © friends” and Juch a ** pub. 
lic“ is to diſpleaſe the moſt high Ged, and to incur the horrid 


auilt of pleaſing a blind and carnal werld at the expence of eternal 


truth, He was ſurely a wiſe man, who ſaid, 1f I yet pleaſed men, 
1 ſhould not be the ſerwant of Cbriſt, Gal. i. 10,—Many a perfor- 


' mance comes out under the imprimatur of Cine 7 whe 25 


Would perſacute a man, chat told him the truth. 
(x) * xv. 16. | | 
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2 fruit of the Spirit, becauſe it is his office to convince 
of SIN. (y) 2. It cannot be founded on the teſtimony 
of Gop's word ; ſince the ſcriptures have concluded ALL 
under sI, that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 
world become GUILTY before God. (z) It cannot be a 
conviction wrought through the Jaw ; for, by the law is 
the knowledge of 81N, (a) 4. It cannot be from the goſ- 
pel; becauſe, that is good news to the guilty, to the 
bot ;—not to thoſe, who think they are whole, vir- 
tuous,—but to the „, to ſinners ; and becauſe it is 
the buſineſs of the goſpel, ts bring every thought into cap- 
fruity to the obedience of CHRIST ; to exalt him, as the 
Lord our righteouſneſs; to pull down and humble in 
the duſt, all the fancicd goodneſs, virtue, and reaſon of 
proud tranſgreſſors, that who/oever glorieth, may glory in 
te Loxp IJxsus. 5. Hath Mr. V. borrowed his 
4c convictionꝰ from the church, of which he is a mini- 
ſter? No. That church teaches him “ to acknow- 
4 ledge his manifold fins and wickedneſs, not to put his 
« truſt in any thing that he can do ;” (2) and the xlith 
article maintains, that good works” (or, virtue, if 
you pleaſe) ** cannot put away ſin, and endure the ſe- 


& verity of God's. judgment; conſequently cannot 


furniſh an ** antidote” againſt that fngle ** calamity,” 
a ſinner's obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment, through a violated 
law. Since, therefore, neither the ſpirit, nor the word, 


nor the Jaw, nor the goſpel of Gon, could poſſibly 


have given him the ſpurious antidote, of which he vainly 
boaſts; and ſince the church of England totally dif- 


a8 it, methinks Mr. Y. youu well to call it a SELF- 


EE 6. con- 
OO John wvi' 8. () Rom: iii; 294 (a) bus. ll. 284 


(z) Collect for 3 Sunday. 


| 

N 

ö N 

Fs 
$* - 
77 


64a 
& conviction 1 for nothing but proud, unrenewed, 
carnal ſelf, under the. dominion of the father of lies, 
could inſpire ſo ſtrong a deluſion. And that the reader 
may behold its deteſtable and ruinous nature exemplified, 
I beg him to remember the ſupercilious Phariſee in the 


goſpel, (c) whoſe “ ſelf conviction of being virtuous,“ 


and the arrogant plea founded upon it, were rejected of 
God with infinite abhorrence ; while the humble ſuit 
of a ſelf-condemned Publican met with acceptance be- 
fore the throne, through a Mediator. Happy will it 


be for Mr. V. if he at laſt diſcovers, that bs ſelf con- 


viction is a groſs ſelf-deluſion; that a renunciation of it 
is indiſpenſably requiſite to a participation of the bleſſ- 
ings of the goſpel ; and that the only efficacious © an. 
e zidote”” againſt the innumerable calamities, conſe- 
quent upon n, is an intereſt through grace, in the 


- atoning blood and juſtifying righteouſneſs of the Prince 


of peace. 

That we might not be at a loſs to and out Mr. v. , 
meaning, when he aſſerts, that © a ſelf· conviction of 
„being virtuous is an antidote againſt every calamity,” 
he adds, In this ſelf-conſciouſneſs of rectitude the 
«© humble chriſtian reigns his life into the hands of him 
4 who gave it, without a murmur, without a ſigh.” 


In this ſingle ſentence there lurks a great variety of dan- 
gerous miſtakes, 1, What Mr. V. calls © rectitude“ 
| Is in one point of view abſolutely ideal. For, if by that 


term be meant a perfect conformity to the law, or a 


conduct ſo upright, as to be fully commenſurate with 


the moſt extenſive requirements of that ſtraight and 


_ inflexible rule of moral equity; it is plain, from ſcrip- 


ture 
te) Lule xyiil, 1. 
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ture and facts, that human nature, in its preſent de- 


praved condition, has no elaim to any ſuch © rectitude.“ 
For it is written, GoD made man upright ; but he hath 
fought out many inventions, (d) There is none righteousy 


#0, NOT ONE. (e) If by “ rectitude“ he means an 
outward decency of conduct, exempt, only, from groſs 
and ſcandalous vices, he would do well to conſider, that 


the law is SPIRITUAL ; () that a violation of it in the 


ſpirit is as really /n, as an open tranſgreſſion in the 
letter; that a ſingle failure in obedience ſubjects a ſinner 
to its tremendous curſe; (g) that if a man keep the whole 


lat, and yet offend in ONE point, he is guilty of ALL; (b) 


that if there bad been a LAW given, which COULD have 
given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the 


law; (i) that if righteouſneſs, or. the juſtification of 


finners, come by the law, then CHRIST is dead in vain ; (4) 
and, therefore, that all pretended , rectitude of men, 
being inadequate to the demands of the moral law, and 
inſufficient to juſtification before a holy God, and un- 
able to put away fin, muſt be RENOUNCED ; ſince to 


plead it, as a ground of acceptance and confidence in 


death, amidſt the moſt irrefragable proofs of its imper- 
fection, would be to contradict the ſcriptures ; to deny 


the end, and ſuperſede the ſanctions of the law; to 


vacate, as far as in a ſinner lieth, the death of CHRIST; 
and, at one ſtroke, to make that redemption, that 


| greateſt work of Gop, an abſolute redundancy. 


II. When Mr. V. makes his patient reſign his 
breath in “ a ſe/f-conſcioufneſs of rectitude,“ it is evi- 
1 | dent 


8 (4) Eecl. vii. 29. (e) Rom. iii. 10. (/) Rom. vii. 14. 
(e) Gal. iii. 10. 


(b) Jam. il. 10. (i) Gal. iti. 21. 


(#) Gal. ii. 21. 
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dent hs? deſctibes a character, blind to the ae 
wickedneſs of the heart; ignorant of the ſpirituality, 
and deaf to the dreadful ſentence of a broken law; to- 
tally unacquainted with the goſpel ſalvation; and 
through pride and unbelief, full of arrogant indifference 
about the Lord JEsus Cu Is T. Whatever may be 
the fond pretenſions of ſinners through life, yet when 
they come to lie on a death- bed,“ it is ſhocking to 
think that any ſhould be ſo ſtout-hearted, as to take 
refuge in ſelf-conſcious rectitude, juſt as they are going 
to appear at the tribunal of a holy and heart-ſearching 
Gon; and ſtill more ſhocking, that a Divine ſhould 
point to ſuch a dangerous aſylum, Even Bellarmine 
himſelf, after all his controverſial pleas for the errors of 
popery, when interrogated on his death-bed concern- 
ing the ground of his peace and acceptance, cried out, 
-CHrIsTI1 meritis confidere tutiſſimum eft + © It is ſafeſt 
* to truſt in the merits of Chriſt.” e 
III. When our author talks of reſigning life into the 
hands of him who gave it,” how widely different is 
HIs nunc dimittis, from that of dying ſaints recorded in 
holy writ ! They look to CHRIS in the hour of diſſo- 
lution ; he, to ſelf, They derive all their peace and 
confidence from a view of Gop, as their Redeemer ; 
he, confiders him only in the relation of Creator. 
They defy death, and overcome fin, by faith in- the 
atonement and obedience of Ixsus; he flies to his 
he ſelf-conſcious rectitude.“ What he RESTS UPON, - 
they 3 RENOUNCE, Hear a few of their dying teſtimonies. _ 
David ſays, Into thy hands I commend my ſpirit; for-thou 
baſt REDEEMED ne, 0 Lord, thou Gop of truth. (I) 
| | bo And 


) Eſa. xxxi- g. 


TX) 
And now, what wait I for ? truly my hope is even in 
THEE. (n) Though I paſs through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for hob art with me. (2) 
Hie hath made with me an everlaſting covenant (viz. the 
covenant of grace, made typically with David, but 
really with Chriſt, who was the mediator and ratifier 
ol it) ordered in all things, and ſure (let Mr. V. mind 
what follows) this is all my deſire, and ALL MY SALYA- 
TION: () Martyred Stephen, in the article of death, 
cried out, LoxD JEsUs, receive my ſpirit. (v7) Good: 
old Simeon chants to the fame humble yet triumphant 
note, ſinging, Now Lok p, letteft thou thy ſervant de- 
Part in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes HAVE 
SEEN THY SALVATION. () And it is ſaid of the wor- 
thies celebrated in Heb. xi. that they all died in faith,(r) 
- committed their ſouls into the hands of a redeeming 
Gon, the great object of faith. From whence the 
reader may ſee into whoſe hands he is to reſign his im- 
mortal ſoul in death ; namely, into the hands of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And he muſt take care how he does it; not in 
66 a ſelf-conſciouſnefs of rectitude, for then he would 
fall into the hands of the living, ſin- avenging God; . 
but in an humble dependence on the atonement and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as the only een from ſin 
and hell. | 
4. Mr. Y. calls his patient with his ſelf-conſcious | 
rectitude, an humble chriſtian.” But ſurely never \ 
was that gracious appellation ſo notoriouſly, miſapplied | 
or perverted. An humble chriſtian is one who enter- 
tains low thoughts of himſelf, and high thoughts of his 
| . SAVIOUR 3 3 
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Saviour; who debaſes his own works, and exalts the 
finiſhed work of Cuktsr; eſpecially on a death bed; 
whereas Mr. Y.'s patient, by a fatal inverſion of the 


order of things, is made to think highly of ſelf, and 
meanly of Chriſt; and therefore his ** humble chriſ- 


c tian” is a proud, blind, ſelf- righteous phariſee, 


whoſe hope is a ſpider's web. 

' 5. Our author, till reluctant to drop the deſcrip- 
tion of his ſelf-virtuous patient, even after having con- 
ſigned him to death, returns to him again, and takes a 


view of him on a ſick- bed. As he lay on a bed of 
* ficknels,” ſays he, © his pains were alleviated by the 


« genial influence that virtue beftows.” There is one 
pain, however, to which ſuch a ſtupid patient muſt be 
ſuppoſed to be an entire ſtranger; and that is, the ſenſe 
of guilt inthe conſcience, or what Solomon calls a wound. 
ed ſpirit. (s) Nothing can cure this malady, or alle- 


viate the pain occaſioned by it, but the blood of the 


Lamb. The law points the arrow; and none but 


Chriſt can draw it out, and clofe up the wound. But 
| where this is not felt, the phyſician and the balm in Gi- 


lead, as in the inftance before us, will be equally de- 
ſpiſed. The wWRol E need not a phyſician, but they that 
are SICK. (t) Hence, that ideal remedy, virtue, which 
is in the 'mouth of eyery empiric in theology, is made 

a ſubſtitute for sus and his glorious ſalvation. And 
hence the words of dying ſinners are healzd' ſlighily by 
thoſe, who build a wall, and daub it with untempered 
mortar, crying peace, peace, toben there is NO PEACE, (u) 
6. I am not ſurpriſed, where darkneſs that may bs 
felt hath obſcured the intellectual eye, and unbelief 

12 4% ef Jerry er bath 

0 treu . 14. 00 Mat. KO 12. (A) Fer vi. 14% 


n 


1 4 * ” 82 1 * Fe _ * 2 1 P * * * 8 — " 1 by — —— — — — —ͤ— — — — — — . _ _ - — — — - * — — — 
1 4 Gals hires Bir * as A — — WI ar Rs - — et 3 WW Eq — * 2 2 282 E e * ore * * . — ors * 1 wits Ie — 

. : l . — It bs D : 7 N 1 — - r 4 = — 1 S. E 
EEE 2 5 = i Ts» IE Ed». np rr ry Ae = -—— UE. RIS: = be POE CL TR 2 = — wenn N — re ED a * K - Fs D "I we A be 8 2 2 * 1 k : 5 q 
— rr r r "— — — . * Er rr os gb A5 % 9 ——— 2 2 — : : * e 22 . 5 xc Doe ery one moins” Ec, - ea OS — - 9 - Sr 3 S KG, * 2 N © BT 5 

: . * : A © 1 5 8 * a os * ons = _ how — — his — — — — —— _ 1 w _ a — - 8 122 DDr. r 
— ” — — — ran a —— —— — — —— — ” — — — AUR — — — —43 —— — wits ee err whe . — — * ä C ___—______—__ Fu 1 I une * 0 

* 6. — avis - * 1 — 4 


PD Fa. 3. Cris | > i Fa — 


1 
1 
o 
oy 
\ 
4 
1 2 
N 
oy 1 
= 
1 
1 
4 t 
N 4 
1 \ 
| 18 
. 
305 } 
= f 
o 2 
4 
0 A 
„ * 47 
* 
* 
1. 
z 
* 
1 
* 
5 
” 1 1 
11 [ 
o * 
t - 
5 j 
N 4 
o 5 
JT. "1 
. { 
. i 
i 
+. l 
K 
we 
4 
i 7 
41 
7 
'J. 1 
Fn 4) 2 
4 
2778 
: ; 
I 
21 
1 F4 
Y x 
Sy . 
$14 
4 
4 A 
8 * 
: 641 
* [4 
: 1 
1 
+ 
+ a: 
# 14 
1 
} 
i 
8 4 be. 
' A: 
17 I 
* 
i 1 
1 
A 
oo 
& 
1 
» 
g s 
{ 
; 
4 
: ö 
1 
4 
! a 
1 F 
7 4 
# 7 
2 0 . 
y 1 
* 
1 
1 
j 
yl 
0 
1 
9 
4 
* 
13 
41 
AE 
A 
1 
. 
. 
1 
17 
45 
Te 
12 
1 
FE 
#24 
= 
* 
273% 
77 
$ I 
15% 
Lis; 
{TE 
1 
oP 
N 
1 
1 
N 
£ 
1 
„ 
A 
: 
18 
+ 204 
pb 


"AS — — U— — ꝗ Sv 


— 


_ tris —— —— a — — —— —— — 
— — — — — x A —-— . W — , ‚‚W?‚ CEPT / 1 no — 1 - _ i 7 W aw/ 


«x 
— 


— CI 
Rr 
— o » 7 * 
— 


2 
-—— 7; 

28 2 0h — wk 4 

—— 2x - ⏑ 


- 
2 4 


14 


hath hardened the conſcience, that Mr. v. ſhould talk 
of <* the comforts that the recollection of a-well-ſpent 


0 life muſt adminiſter to his religious votary; and that 


4 xo doubt, no anxities diſturbed the compoſure and ſe- 
& renity of his ſoul.” As to a well-ſpent life, it is 
readily acknowledged, that every argument ſhould be 


_ urged, and every motive enforced, that have a tendency 


to recommend and promote it. And, the author. of 
theſe remarks, wiſhes, both by precept and precedent, 


to be as ſtrenuous an advocate for the unreſerved and 


unremitted devotion of the heart and life to the glory” 
of God, as the moſt laborious legaliſt upon earth. But, 
I am bold to declare, and am ready to demonſtrate, that 
no life was ever begun well, ſpent well, or concluded 
well, where the governing principles of the heart were 
thoſe of Mr. V. For, if it be true, that without CR 
we can DO. NOTHING, (x) and that “ works done 
& | before the grace of Chriſt are not acceptable to God, 
« becauſe they do not ſpring from faith; (y) if the 
ſcriptures aſſert, that none cometh to the Father, but by 
CHrIsT ; (z) that other foundation can no man lay than 
that which is laid, which is JEs8us CHRIST, (a) who of 
Gad is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancꝭ iſicution, 
and redemption; (5) then theſe dectrines are as little 
reconcilable with the faſhionable ſyſtem of the day, 
as that ſyſtem is, with truth and godlineſs. To talk of 
a well · ſpent life, without adverting to thoſe. goſpel 

principles, a vital reception of which is neceſſary to 
eonſtitute its eſſence, is fully as abſurd as, for a man to 
expatiate on the functions of the ſeveral members of a 


| body, 


& (9 Jobn xv. 8. 1 id Hicle of the church of England. 
() Jobn xiv. 6. (a) 1 Cop. nit 11. : (5). x Core, „5 '-.\ 


* 


te) 


wk and never once to conſider the grand office of the 


foul, from whoſe animation they derive all their power 
of exertion, The great truths, which relate to the 
perſon, work, and offices of Emmanuel, are, ſo to ſpeak, 
the very ſoul of the goſpel-ſyſtem; which, when re- 


_ ceived by faith, pervade all the powers of the mind, 


and quicken the whole man to chearful obedience. But, 
without thoſe animating principles, religion, like the 


body bereft of the ſoul, is a lifeleſs and putrid carcaſe 3 


and, all pretenſions to a well ſpent liſe, not founded on 


them, are nothing but the pleas of a Deiſt, who affects 


to live well, and hopes to die well, without any reli» 
ance on the life and death of the Son of Gap. A 
« religious votary, therefore, who boaſts of his ſelf- 
conſcious rectitude; plumes himſelf in his conceit of 
perſonal gaodneſs; ſoars on the wings of his applaud- 
ing conſcience ; and glories in his well-ſpent lifez is a 
pitiable character, dead in ſin, and alienated from the 
life of God ;—a daring rebel, that would pull the Re- 
deemer from his throne z—a thief and @ robber, (c) that 
attempts to climb the fold, and to ſcale heaven, in open 
contempt of JEsUs, the DooR (d) of intromiſſion to 
both. And, as for the “ religion” of ſuch a votary, it 
is nothing but unbelief and pride arrayed in the flimſey 
garb of formality: (e) We ſhall ſee the truth of this 
in a further examination. | 


* ON 


(e) John x. x. © July x * ©; 

(e) Very excellent and ftriking is the obſervation of Hierom,- 
Sententiam, proferamns adverſus eos, qui in Chriſtum non ee, 
fortes, & ſapientes, & temperantes ſe putant eſe & juſtos; 
ſciant nullum abſque Cbriſto vi vere, fine guo omni: W 8e 
oft. Hierom, in Gal, c. 3 | | \ 
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(48) 
y. Suppoſing the life of an individual to have been 
fpent as well as the preſent ſtate will admit of; will 
ct a recollection” thereof be the ground of his com- 
& forts” upon a ſick-bed? No. If his comforts be 
genuine, they will low from a different ſource, Four 
pinching conſiderations prevent a true belieyer from 
building, in the views of eternity, any ſupport upon a 
well-ſpent life: 1. A conſciauſneſs of imperfection in 
his beſt works, and of pollution in his moſt holy du- 
ties. 2. A retroſpect to the commiſſion of actual ſins, 
which merit death, and an inſpection of the heart, 
where ten thouſand iniquities lie in embryo, diſcover- 
able only to the all-ſeeing eye of God. 3. A ſight 
and ſenſe of the ſpirituality, purity, and condemning 
ſentence of God's righteous Law ; which is ſo broad, 
as to extend far beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of human 
righteouſneſs ; ſo ſpiritual. as to take cognizance of, 


and condemn a failure in thought, as well as in act; 


whoſe inflexible condition is, Do this, and live; (7) 
and whoſe tremendous threatening is, Curſed is every 
one, that continueth not in ALL things, &c (g) 4. A 
refleftion on the many ſcriptures, which declare the 
inſufficiency of any, of all, works, to juſtify before the 
Holy God. The f/? of theſe conſiderations makes 


him cry out, ho can underſtand his errors? (5) The 


ſecond puts the prayer of the publican into his mouth, 
Go, be merciful io me a ſinner. The third makes him 
pray, Oh! that I may be found in Chriſi, not having ou 
mine own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Chriſt. (i) The fourth conſtrains 
) Gal. fi. 12. (2) Gal. il. 13. 0 Pſa. xix. 12, 
(i) Phil. ii. 9. | 4 e e 


1 

dim to plead, with David, Enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervant; for in Tay fight ſhall no fleſh living be juſti- 

fied. () And all, together, force him, as in an agony, 

to cry out, Save LoRD, or I periſh. (I) When that 

king of terrors, death, advances with his ſolemn com- 

_ miſſion, and unſheathes his deadly Hing, which receives 


its Hrength and venom from a fiery law; when Satan 


. preſents his accuſations, and flings his fiery darts; or, 

when the written word flaſhes conviction, and con- 
fcience reflects terror; ſo critically, fo dangerouſly, ſo 
awfully circumſtanced, the believer throws himſelf into 
the arms of an Almighty Redeemer ; flies from the im- 


pending tempeſt to the clifts of that rock of ages; and 


looking, by faith, to the all- atoning ſacrifice and per- 
fect righteouſneſs of the Lamb of God, as his grand 
| ſhelter from fin and hell, he ſhouts, Thanks be to Gop, 
who giveth me the victory through my LoxD Jesvus 
_ CunisrT. (m) | | 
8. Thus it is, the believer finds conſolation ; and 
from this ſpring he derives the refreſhing water of life, 
that chears him in ſickneſs, and animates him in the 
view of death. IEsVs is ALL with him. Nothing but 
his blood and righteouſneſs can ſupport, or heal, or ſave, 
in his eſtimation. Therefore, in Immanuel's name 
alone he rejoices all the day; of his righteouſneſs alone 
he makes mention; and in his ſalvation he makes his 
boaſt, Talk to him of his works, he will tell you, 
they are all tarniſhed ; all imperfect: all wanting; all to 
be renounced, Suggeſt to him the idea of comforting 
Himſelf with a recollection of his well-ſpent life. He 
will dread the thought worſe than death, and put it from 
(. ) fa. exliii. 2. (I) Mat. iy. 30. (1) 1 Cor, xv. 37. 


{5 ) 
him, as hell. Senſible of his baving being an inprofit- 
able ſervant, he will ſay, Gop forbid that 7 ſhould glory 
fave in the croſs of our Lord Jtsus CurisT. (n) From 
that bleſſed croſs, all his conſolation, as well as all his 
Aalvation floweth ; and through him; who hung upon 
it as an expiatory ſacrifice, a dying victim to infinite 
4. Juſtice, and through him alone, he is aſſured of pardon ; 
is poſſeſſed of happineſs, and rejoices in hope of the 
glory of Gop. 
9. Eſſentially different is this repreſentation of a true 
believer's ground of peace and confidence, from that of 
Mr. Y's © religious votary ;” whoſe © compoſure and 
'& ſerenity of ſoul,” ariſing from his “ ſelf-conſciouſ- 
«neſs of virtue” are ſaid to be difturbed with no 
'£ doubts, no anxieties.” And fince there will an aw- 
ful hour arrive, in which Mr. V. himſelf will have oc- | 
.caſion to look back to his life, and to look into his 
heart, it is deeply incumbent upon him to conſider, 
whether the tempers of the one, and the actions of the 
bother have been ſuch, as will correſpond with the ex- 
tenſive demands of the law, and juſtify him at the bar 
of infinite holineſs; or whether his virtue” will put { 
away ſin, and ſave him from hell. I intreat him to re- 
flect, that there is a falſe peace, as well as a true one; 
that a man may go down to the grave with à lie in his 
right band; (o) that there are no bands in the death (p) 
of thoſe, who ſleep on the downy pillow of proud ſelf- 
ſecurity ;— that that confidence, which is not built by 
faith on the ſon of Gop, is impious preſumption 5— 
that the © ſerenity,” which does not flow from an ap- | 
[oy of his precious blood to the conſcience, is a 
ſelf- 


() Gal. vi. 14. "9 Ife. xliv. 20. (p Pſa, Ixxili. 4. 


| 
| 
2 
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Elf poken deluſion j and that nothing in life, ah 
or the day of judgment, will avail for a ſinner's peace 
and felicity, but a ſaving intereſt i in the Lord JESUS 


CHRIST. 


10. That the. ſentiments, urged W Mr. 


Vs diſcourſe, are as fully repugnant to the doctrines of 
the church of England, as they are irreconcileable with 
the intire ſyſtem of the goſpel; the following extract, 
- preſume, will fully evince. We put our faith in 


„ Cpr187, that we be juſtified by mim Nx; that 
5. wh be. juſtified by Gop's free mercy, and the merits 


f 9 of dur Saviour CHRIST, ONLY ; and by No vm 


4 TUE or G00D wok ks of our own, that is in us, or 


cc that we can be able to have or to do, for to deſerve 
„ the ſame: CHRIST HIMSELF ONLY BEING TRR 
* cAusk MERITORIOUS THEREOF. (q) Man cannot 
* make himſelf righteous by his own works, either in 


& part, or in the whole. For, that were the GREAT- 


„ BST | ARROGANCY AND PRESUMPTION OF. MAN 


THAT ANTICHRIST courp s UP AGAINST 


„ Gon, to affirm, that a man might, by his own - 
4 works, take away and purge his own im, and * i 
4 juſtify himſelf. (7) 


II. Our author in p. 13 and 14 poem 1 eneo- 
miums on the miniſterial deportment of his deceaſed 


kriend; of whom he ſays, that ** his admonitions from 
e the pulpit were the voice of truth and ſoherneſs.“ 
This panegyric, however juſt, comes with an ill grace 
from the perſon who has aſſumed the office of pane- 
gyriſt. For, if Mr. Parſons's printed diſcourſes contain 


the moſt authentic declaration of his ſentiments; and 
. E 1 if 
; (4) Hom, of falvation, 34 part, cr milden, ad pare. 
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if theſe are conveyed i in “ words af truth and ſoberneſs,” 
as I really believe them to be; then Mr. V. muſt either 


retract his eulogium, or recant his own ſyſtem ; for, | 


never did redor and curate fo widely differ as in the 


' preſent inſtance. Let the following paſſages in Mr. 


Parſons's two excellent diſcourſes, intitled, The 
& doctrine of ſalvation,” bear witneſs, —* This ſhould | 
particularly affect him, who would wiſh to obtain 
heaven by his own perfections only; becauſe he will 
find, that the taſk is too arduous for human nature 
to complete: it is impoſſible to be done by the dege- 
de nerate fon of Adam. And if we had no other hopes 
of gaining heaven, but by our ewn works only, we 
| ſhould have reaſon to wiſh we had never been born. 
For, what a terrible proſpect muſt it be for any one, 
who looks death in the face | He may ſtrive, but he 
ſtrives .in vain ; for he cannot be juſtified by the 
„ works of the law, if he fail of abſolute , 
which his 0WN CONSCIENCE TELLS HIM HE DOES; 1 


X 


(a very different kind of conſcience this, from Mr. V. “s 


approving one, that boaſts of its ſelf-conſciouſneſs of | 


rectitude; & and therefore, if he cannot have ſalvation 


cc upon any other terms, than upon perfe&t obedience, 


she muſt be undone for ever and ever. (/) Will you 


then reſt your ſalvation upon your own merits and 
* deſerts, and not upon thoſe of your Sayior ? Will 
* you vainly ſuppoſe, that your righteouſneſs will be 
accepted by God, and that you need no atonement 
through the blood of Jzsus CHRIST our Logp ? 
% Remember what. St. Paul faith, Rom. ix. 31, 32. 

Phil. iii. 9. He well knew the Ax RoGAxNcB of thoſe, 

* | | who 
JJ See p. 18 of Mr. Parſons's aeg, bia in the Fear, 
2770 | 


530. 


who mould venture to reſt their ſalvation upon the 
merit of their own performances : for what man is 
there, who has not tranſgreſſed the commands of his 
God ? (z) CnRISTH is the meritorious cauſe of our 
« ſalvation. (u)—And to ſay that Chriſt ſuffered upon 
the croſs to ſave us, when we could have ſaved our- 
* ſelves, is the very ſame as to ſay, a man was executed 
+ to ſave me, who needed no Savior. (x)—Salvation 
© is ſaid to come by CHRIST, through faith, and not. 
„ F our own works, leſt we ſhould boaſt, and make the 
&« croſs of CHRISH of none effect, by aſſuming merit 
to ourſelves, which is due only to the Son of Gap ) 
Think no longer you ſhall be ſaved by your own 
% works only; for, believe me (N. B.) it is a FALSE: 
AND ABSURD OPINION, GROUNDLESS IN sckir- 
TURE, A VERY DANGEROUS DELUSION AND MIS- 
' TAKE, AND A GREAT DISPARAGEMENT TO THE 
& RELIGION YOU PROFESS,” (z) | 
This is a noble teſtimony to the fundamental truths 
of the everlaſting goſpel. It does great honor to the 
perſon and work of the Redeemer ; lays all human 
righteouſneſs level with the duſt ; and exalts Ixsus 
alone, as the juſtifying riphneuliieſ of all who believe _ 
in him. But what ſays Mr. Y ? Are the doctrines of 
Mr, - Parſons ** the words of truth and ſoberneſs bon | 
* untainted with enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition ?” 80 
Mr. V. has ſaid; and fo I affirm. But are they Mr. 
; Young's doctrines? No. The ſermons of the worthy 
deceaſed rector, and that of the ſurviving curate, ex- 
r the moſt W e contraſt, T he rays of evange- 


cc 


Ct) P. 16. ( P. 22. | (x) P. az. P. ge. 
L P. 39» 3 E . 
"FT 8 


— 
— N 

>. _— — ax 
— 


— —y— n Ee Ce Ee EEE 
2 — — ——— — — 
2 — 2 * 


— a N 
n — 9 
A —— 5 "ne : 
- x, IO WA * * 


— 


— = = 
= * — 
—— „ = 


7 


Sr 
. — = on 


ow 
2 
— ee, 


- Gora 4 <3 — 
* L = 3 F,* 
© 4 
a : 
— 


I = 
TITEL Li 7 at. oo. = 


8 
— 
— 
2 — 
— — 
— n 2 
— 1 q 


_— = — — = 
——— ies 


— 
— rn 
_ — 


r 2 
— Wo — 3 p 
. — 
> fe tg 4 — 2 
* - 45 by a 


2— K - —= 
Li. — 
« — = =D 
— RES) 4 
+ 
A r 
mo g 
— — — 
© at - 
md —— 
1 
4 


——— -” _ — 
— — — 


— 
— 4 
— — — 
%. 


— Ss 
> 7 1 
AER AE” — 
— — — — 


. ts) 


| Heal truth ſhine throughout the former; "ones of thick 


darkneſs reſt on the latter. Self, virtue, works, con- 
ſtitute the foundation of Mr. Y.'s ſyſtem: In the doc- 
trine of ſalvation taught by Mr. P. Chrift is ALL. 
And, if Mr. P.'s be the words of truth and ſoberneſs, 
can Mr. Y.'s ſentiments, ſo diametrically oppoſite, be 
exempt from the charge of enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition ? 

Thus have I conſidered the various errors which 
taint Mr, Young's ſentiments; and which, I am ſorry | 
to ſay, have too many abettors in this day of rebuke 
and blaſphemy. The number of © recumbent: dirtue 8 
4 downy doctors” . increaſes faſt; and, to exalt the 
ſinner, and debaſe the Savior, is the reprobate the- 
ology too much in vogue among churchmen and diſ- 
ſenters. But, ſince what is faſhionable is not-always 


valuable; it is to be hoped, the cautious reader will 


prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good. (a 

As to the perſon, upon whoſe - diſcourſe  I' have 
made the preceding remarks, I muſt beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that though the futility of his performance by 
no means merited the labor I have taken in diſſect- 
ing it; yet, as Mr. Y. has exactly copied the dialect 
of our moral divines, who have moralized to ſuch an 
extravagant degree, as to exclude the Redeemer from 
their ſyſtems, and to baniſh true morality from among 
us; I thought the animadverſions, which would ſuit 
bim, might be equally applicable to many of his neigh- 
bors. By conſidering the errors of à fingle ſermon, 
one has an opportunity of refuting the ſentiments of a 
hundrel modern publications of the like nature. For a 
trilling difference 1 in the diction only excepted, they are 

. | „ 


11 1 1 : * * 5 
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. (a) Td» > oo 


( * 1 


in ab all the 3 The favorite plan is to ring 
changes upon the words virtue and morality ;—to tickle 
the ears of carnal hearers with ſoothing declamations 
| on the meritorious excellency of charity and good works 3 
—to ſay very pompous things about moral rectitude 
and man's dignity a ſubject which the pride of a car 
nal heart is ſure always to reliſh never to drop a hint 
about the guilt and depravation of human nature, ex- 
cept in ſuch terms as convey an idea of a very trifling ins 
jury ;—to avoid all repreſentations of man as a ſinnem, 


nà rebel, a child of wrath, left the hearers ſhould con- 


clude, that under theſe humiliating characters, the want 
of a Savior, the neceflity of reconciliation, and the 
need of a better righteouſneſs than their own, ſhould 
be implied z —to ſhun all deſcriptions of the fall of the 
firſt man, leſt his children ſhould think they were fallen 
too; or, if the preacher ſhould be ſo complaiſant as to 
allow, that a death of the body is a canſequence of 
Adam's diſobedience, yet never to inſinuate, that there 
is any intail of guilt upon the /oxl, even though an 
apoſtle declares, that judgment came upon all men to con- 
damnation, and that BV the diſobedience of one, many were 
made ſinnens 3 — to urge the neceſſity of reformation, but 
never to touch upon the new: birth, and an inward 
charge of heart by the ſpirit. of God to talk about 
godlineſs, but never to ſuppoſe the practice of it incom- 
patible with conformity to the world to ſpeak againſt 
pleaſures, but never to ſpecify any; and in ſuch. lax 
terms, that all pleaſure-takers may think themſelves 
licenced, in the opinion of their miniſters, to break 
their baptiſmal vow with impunity, while they follow 

« Da pomp and vanities of this wicked world, and 
#44 — : cc * crowd 


(56) 


 erowsd to the play-houſe, the maſquerade, the aſſem- 


& bly, &c,”—to take a text out of the bible, but ſo 
totally to leave it and the context unconſidered; as if 
Seneca or Epictetus might have furniſhed as good an 
one; or as if the matter of that divine book were ſuper- 
ſeded or rendered ſuperfluous by the refined ethics of 
heathen philoſophers ; to preach againſt ſome outward 
ſins, but never to probe the heart, and ſhew the neceſ- 
ſity of its inward purification by renewing grace ; to 


declaim upon the innate powers and the uncontroulable 
liberty of the will of man, left the people ſhould think 
that a divine and ſupernatural power muſt operate in 


their ſalvation ; never to appeal to the zhirty-nine articles, 
or make extracts from our Homilies, or Liturgy, leſt the 
hearers ſhould think highly of our Reformers, who 
ſealed the truths contained in them with their blood, 
and meanly of thoſe, who, with a baſe ſervility, can 

equivocate and falſify for filthy lucre's ſake 3 and who 
attempt to make a lie defenſible; by quibbles, which 
only render it more odious, and themſelves more guilty z 
Sto ſay little, or nothing, or. worſe than nothing, of 


Ixsus CuRisT ; to introduce, but very ſeldom, his 
- bleſſed name into their ſermons, and then only by-the- 


bye ; not deſignedly, as if any honors were intended 


for it, but only en paſſant; and when introduced, to 
depretiate, if not blaſpheme, the glorious perſonage 
- who bears it, by repreſenting him only as a moral 
- teacher, and keeping intirely out of view his offices, 
his deity, his atonement, his righteouſneſs, leſt ſinners 
- ſhould abandon the thought of being their own Saviors, 
and be obligated to another for their whole ſalvation, 


This 


0 


This is the plan upon which your rational divines 
proceed, and agreeably to which they frame their dif- 
courſes. And a moſt miſerable, blind, deiftical, and 
ſou]- deſtroying one it is; highly diſhonouring to the | 
great head of the church, and repugnant to that glo- 

rious goſpel- ſyſtem, in which he is All in all. Nor i is 
it leſs ruinous to the-immortal intereſts of thoſe who 
hear and embrace it, than detrimental to the cauſe ot 
true religion. Some of the clergy have gone on preach- 
ing morality, though the inefficacy and abſurdity. ot 
their conduct have been loudly proelaimed by the 
abounding of every ſpecies of immorality on all ſides 
of them. Or, to uſe the juſt complaint of à great 
man, We have been preaching morality, till there 
. is hardly any morality left in the land,” All claſſes 
of abandoned ſinners lie immerſed in their reſpective 
abominations, and all deſeriptions of votaries to plea- 
ſure and diſſipation continue their giddy round of ſen» 
ſual gratification, without one fingle monument to 
atteſt the power or utility of the moral ſcheme. Dread- 
ful blindneſs is conſpicuous in thoſe who lead, and 
thoſe who are led. This is their curſe; and to fall into 
the ditch, the fatal end that awaits both, We might 
defy any moralizing preacher throughout the kingdom 
to produce one ſinner that has been converted by his in- 
| ſtrumentality. Melancholy thought! Vears of mini- 
ſterial labor (if one can call that labor, where zeal is 
dormant and truth lies dead) have been exhauſted with- 
out any ſucceſs, in numberleſs inſtances. The hearers 
attend, and go away, year after year, from the moral 
harangue, very well pleaſed with themſelves, the 


=” . and their * They are ſatisfied perfectl Yo 


and 


7 9 
9 


(8) 
and often fleep ſoundly, under the ſame dull note, 
Which charms them to reſt on the bed of carnal ſecurity, 
aand ſings a requiem to their deluſions; from which 
nothing can awaken them, but the ſound of truth, or 
the flames of Tophet. The teacher finds them ſtupid, 
cateleſs, carnal, abandoned, ignorant, formal; and ſo 
they remain, till death ſummons him to give an account 
of his ſtewardſhip, and both are cited to the bar of 
Go in the ſame lethargic ſtate of ſoul. As there is 
nothing in the matter compoſed by moraliſts calculated 
to edify, ſo neither. does their anner tend to rouſe at- 
tention and keep it awake. Few of them ever ſeem in 
earneſt. A little declamation, dry—moral—borrowed— | 
of ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes (the faſhionable 
length) read-or rather, murdered in reading—withaut 
action without elevation of voice — without emphaſis - 
- accent—burried through—begun careleſsly—ended abruptly 
. -—patch-work throughout—with a ſcrap, perhaps, from 
the Spefator, or from Tillotſon, or from Clarke, or 
the author of Triſtram Shandy, mixed, jumbled toge- 
tber, a goodly meſs— is the favourite mode with many 
moraliſts, whoſe eyes are tender and do not reliſh read- 
ing much; whoſe hands are too delicate to hold a pen, 
and therefore they fly to Doctor Truſler for his copper- 
Plates; [Ws whoſe lungs are of too refined a texture to 
| 1 bear 


8 


(5) There are herman, printed in chats ſo 680 teſem 
bling manufeript, that at a ſmall diftance, they would deceive 
the moſt diſcerning eye. They are to be purchaſed at a very mo- 
Aderate price, and are intended to ſave our young clergy the trouble, 
not anly of compoſing (a practice very rare in the preſent day) but 
even of tranſcribing. Could the ingenious doctor now but add 
ons xe diſcovery more tb the preſent invention, viz, that of pointing 

out 
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bear frequent, long, or loud preaching; and whoſe. 
ſlomachs are ſo ſqueamiſhly formed, as to nauſeate the 
evangelical food of grace, regeneration, Juſtification, 
divine influence, converſion, dependence on CHRIST, afſu- 
rance, holineſs of heart, deadneſs to the world, &c. &c. 
So much. for their matter and manner. Both are 
wretched, and do no good. Would they reform? let 
them preach Chriſt and him crucified. Since the moral 
mode has been tried, and to no purpoſe ; let them now 
make trial of the goſpel plan. Let them preach for- 
giveneſs of ſins to.a guilty world, through the blood of 
the Lamb. Would they wiſh to moralize with a 
witneſs? Let them publiſh the love of Jz$vs as the 
grand -morality. (e Do they deſire to advance the 
intereſts of holineſs ? Let them preach the neceſſity of 
faith in Chriſt, to purify the heart, and work by love. 
Would they lay the axe to the root of fin, in the 
heart? Let them offer a free and full ſalvation from its 
guilt and dominion, through the adorable Immanuel. 
Would they be inſtrumental in healing the ſin-ſick, 
relieving the burdened conſcience, liberating the en- 
ſlaved captive, cleanſing the foul leper, giving wiſdom 
to the ignorant ? In ſhort, would they wiſh to glorify 


out a method, by which the dreadful fatigue of reading theſe ſame 
uncompoſed and untranſcribed ſermons might be avoided, I am 
ſure, he would highly gratify his indolent cuſtomers, and procure 

a a moſt rapid ſale of his moral commodities ; . as well as conſum- 
mate a plan, for which, the name of Tru/5ler would be for ever 
memorable in the caftle of indolence. 

(c) © Talk they of morals? O thou bleeding le love! 
„ Thou maker of new morals to mankind ! 


« The grand morality is, love of THEE 1” 
F „ vou ns. 


( 60J 
| | God. to Go themſelves and.thoſe; Who hear them ? 

| - | Let them , preach. CunIsT in his perſon, work and 

[til 1 offices, Let them point to his blood, diſplay his righ- 

| teouſneſs, and publiſh his ſalvation. Otherwiſe no- 

38 will be done in themſelves or others. 

Oh - for faithful miniſters, thus to labor in n 

. winexard to preach CHRIST fully, and exalt him glo- 

= tiouſly }. bleſſed be Gop ! there are ſome ſuch who 
13 reverence truth, love their bibles, fear an aath, and hate 
| | Vin. The Lord increaſe their number, and proſper their 
| j | work! that error may hide its head, and truth prevail 
| 1! that the glorious goſpel may ſpread extenfively, and 
Jig with it, the matchleſs fame and almighty power of 
| | Jzsus ! and that multitudes may flock. to the ſtandard 
| of the Saviour's croſs, who ſhall experience his all- 
31 3h Wiener to ſave, and ſhine as jewels in his crown in 
2 . when he „/ be cl ad in his VET "ne 
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